






—_ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





eee ee - 
THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


—_— 


Tuirty-FouRTH Coneress, Ist Session. 


hands. He declined to be employed without the 
assent of the Government, telling them, in plain 
terms, , ‘ “Seek 
niogs the Government gives its assent. The 
official documents show that his contract was exe- 
cuted in the Indian department, and was attested 
acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


5 


by the vn : 
Then it was done, not dnly upon 


at that time. 


«| will not be engaged as your attorney, | 


orable terms, but it was done by the assent | 


fc d approval of that officer of the Government 
who claims par excellence to be the guardian and 
especial friend of the Indians. After this contract 
was entered into, the Indians proposed, through 


V 


\ 
Wil 


their delegation then in Washington, to make | 


1 


torms with Mr. Thompson as to the fee. 
was his reply as was shown by the documents? 


What | 


«| will make no terms with you; go home to your | 


people; consult them, and determine among your- 
selves what will be a fair compensation for the 
eervice Which you have engaged me to render.”’ 
The Indians in councilat home, when Thompson 
was neither there by himself nor by his attorney, 
made a voluntary offer to pay him thirty-three 
and one third per cent. of whatever amount should 
be recovered. [t was not a fee fixed by Mr. 
Thompson. When asked by the Indians to fix 
the price of his own labor, he declined to do it, 
and sentthe Indians from Washington back again 
to their own country to determine in an Indian 
cil how much he should be paid. 

What is the next step in the proceeding? I 
shall not go back to show how it was, but [state 
the fact to be, that through Thompson’s agency 
chiefly the Committee on Indian Affairs agreed 
to report $600,000 as due to the Menomonee In- 
;. After the committee determined to make 
that report, when in all human probability it 
would have been passed, (for there was no dis- 
set to itin the committee, and probably would 
have been little or none, such is my conviction 
of its perfect justice, in the other House of Con- 
gress,) the Commissioner of Indian Affairs sent 
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Mr. PUGH. Will the Senator from Missis- 
sippi feel it to be his duty to make the specifica- 
tions as he proceeds? ‘That specification I am 
authorized to deny. I do it not with a design to 
make an issue with the Senator, but to bring him 
to make specifications for his statements. 

Mr. BROWN. I will make the specifications. 
This was.a matter appertaining properly to the 
Indian bureau, and ordinarily Congress would 


have instructed the Commissioner of Indian Af- | 


fairs to make the settlement, but whom did they 
instruct to make it?) They instructed the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury todo it. Why? The de- 
bates will show that it was taken from the Indian 


| bureau, because the Commissioner had conceived 


so violent a prejudice against this case that the 
Senate did not believe he would do justice to this 
party. Whatdo you find the Commissioner then 
doing? Unbidden, unsolicited,as these documents 
show, he is found addressing communications to 
the Departments in reference to this case. Was 
that no interference? What business had he to 
meddle with it? Had not Congress taken it out 


of his hands and committed it to another officer ? 


outan agent to treat with the Indians, and bought | 


from them for $150,000 what the Committee on 
Indian Affairs had agreed to allow them $600,000 
for,and did it without disclosing to them the fact 
that their attorney had already obtained the con- 
sent of the Indian Committee to the payment of 
$600,000. LT say he bought from the Indians, 
under a treaty, for $150,000, what Congress was 
on the eve of voting them $600,000 for. When 
the treaty was brought here, and the Senate was 
asked to ratify it, such was the conviction of the 
American Senate, through the representations of 
Thompson, that injustice—gross, palpable, and 
outrageous injustice—-had been done these Indians, 
that voluntarily the Senate added $92,000 to the 
tum, and made it $242,000 instead of $150,000. 

_ Then, sir, lassume—I have the right to assume, 
hat Thompson, as the attorney of these people, 
procured from the Government $242,000, upon 
which by the contract he was entitled to a com- 
mission of thirty-three and one third per cent— 


+ 


fered by the Indians, and not asked by Thomp- 


son. But when Congress came to act upon it, 
what did you do? 


one half; you told the Indians that they should 
pay their attorney only one half what they had 
agreed to pay. Instead of paying him one third, 
you said the Indians should only pay him one 
sixth, Thompson said, ‘* Very well, ifyou think 


I should have only one sixth, I will take one | 


8ixth,’? 


time when this law passed. The section in the 
appropriation bill, appropriating $40,000 to Mr. 

hompson, wentto the House, where this proviso 
was puton. I have always understood, and do 
now believe, (though [ do not positively know 
the fact to be so, I have the right to think it is so 
from the continual interference of the Commis- 
Sionerin this affair,) that it was done by his pro- 
Curement. I do nat know the fact to be so; but 

think so; and I know he has been continually 
taking part in this transaction. 
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j You cut down the fee to six- | 
teen and two thirds per cent; you cut it down || 


This is a brief statement of the:case up to the | 


How came he to address the Secretary of the 
Treasury? Why did he address the Attorney 
General? Why does the venerable Senator from 
Wisconsin [Mr. Dover] have in his hand to-day 
along and elaborately prepared paper from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, if he has not 
interfered in this case? I say that this volume, 
and the long papers contained in it, show that one 
half of it has been made up by papers written by 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs since Con- 
cress took this case out of his hands, and told 
the Secretary of the Treasury to settle it. 

These are the specifications on which I charge 
that the Commissioner has intermeddled with an 
affair with which he had no concern. If Congress 
believed he was a proper man to settle this ac- 
count, they would have left it where it properly 
belonged; but I assert it was taken out of his 
hands—as the discussion here shows, in which it 
was charged on the one side and denied on the 
other—on the ground that in the opinion of the 
Senate he was not a proper man to settle the ac- 
count, because of the violent prejudice which he 
had conceived against it. Yet he has pursued it, 
thrusting his long papers into the documents at 
every point. [hope my friend from Ohio now 
sees upon what I base my statements. 

Now, as to this proviso, the Senator from Mich- 
igan has undertaken to assert, in very emphatic 
terms, that Thompson insisted before the Attor- 
ney General that he had a right to the execution 
of this law independent of the proviso. 1] would 
a little rather trust the Attorney General himself 
ina matter with the execution of which he is 
charged by law, than trust the Senator from 
Michigan. I would rather take what the Attorney 
General say in reference to Mr. Thompson’s 


| position, than to take the declaration of the Sen- 
} ’ 


] 


; ator from Michigan. 


thirty-three and one third per cent. voluntarily of- |! General says in his opinion of May 21, 1855, in 


What does the Attorney 


reference to the proviso: 


* Happily this question is saved in the present case ; for 
on the l&8th instant, with honorable appreciation of what is 
just, Mr. Thompson addressed to me a communication, in 
which Ife fully assents to the adoption of this course by the 
Government.”’ 


With an honorable appreciation of what is 


| just, says the Attorney General, Mr. Thomp- 


son addressed me, and in which he gives his 


full consent to your construing the law with the 
po in it. 


wanted to correct the Senator, 
ut having his speech made up in his mind, and 
being determined to deliver it right or wrong just 


'as he had mapped it out, he would submit to no 
| interruption, 


I wanted to tell him what I did 
manage to edge in afterwards, that Thompson had 


| discussed with the Attorney General this point: 


** It is my legal right;’’ but mark the distinction 
between his legal right and what he insisted upon 
as proper. ‘It is my legal rigt:t,’’ he said, ‘‘ to 
have the law executed as it is enrolled. The roll 
says thus and so, and I am entitled to the execu- 
tion of the law according to the roll;’’ but he 
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said, as the Attorney General declares, with an 
honorable appreciation of what is right, ** exe- 
cute the law with the proviso;’’ and if that had 
been done, and done in good faith, as the higher 
executive officers of the Government, and those 
| who are charged with the execution of the laws, 
| desired it should be, there would be no contro- 
| versy,as [ shall now proceed to show, if Senators 
will listen to me. 

1 will demonstrate, beyond the shadow of a 
| doubt, that the officer of the Government charged 
with the execution of this law gave proper in- 
| structions, and if those instructions had been fol- 

lowed there weuld have been by no possibility 
|any difficulty in regard to it. I have already 
| stated that the Secretary of the Treasury was 
charged with the execution of this law. What 
were his instructions? Under date of 26th June, 
1855, Mr. Guthrie addressed Samuel Clarke, in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, the Treasury agent—not 
the Indian superintendent; for there is a differ- 
ence between Samuel Clarke the agent and Dr. 
| Huebschmann the superintendent, as I will show 
| presently—this instruction: 


‘* For this purpose you will attend the general meeting of 
the said Indians, to be held at Wolf river, about ——. for 
the purpose of receiving their present annuities. You will 
allow Mr. Thompson to be present in person or by attor 
ney, and the agent of the tribe [not the superintendent] to 

| attend on the part of the United States; and you will take 
care that the proceedings are fairly conducted, that the 
subject is fully understood by the Indians, and that no im 
proper means are used to bias or control their determina 
tion.’’ 

Now I am free to say, so faras Iam concerned, 
that if the instructions had been carried out in 
good faith, and the Indians had failed to give their 
consent to the payment of this claim, | would not 
advocate it. But now, Mr. President, | want to 
show you and show the Senate what was done 

| intheexecution ofthat order. Dr. Huebschmann 
was there. He was not the agent, and was notto 
be present, according to the orders of the Secre- 
tary of the Territory, who was designated to exe- 
cute the law. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I am sure my friend from 
Mississippi does not intend to misstate the facts ; 
and I rise merely to correct a misapprehension of 
his. Mr. Clarke, who went there to take the 
sense of the Indian tribes, was the agent of the 
‘Treasury Department, appointed at the sugges- 
tion, not of the law of Congress, but of the Attor- 
ney General; and Mr. Huebschmann was pres- 
ent as agent for the Indian tribes. There being 
no agent or sub-agent for that tribe, it became his 
duty, as general superintendent, to be there, as he 
was the agent of the tribe in the absence of any 
agent or superintendent, 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator from Michigan 
did not like to be interrupted. He made a very 
broad statement that it was illegal to make a con- 
tract with the Indians. I say there is no such 


|| law; and I wish my friend from Mississippi to 


give that Senator an opportunity of making good 

his statement if he desires to do so. He did not 

like to be interrupted himself. There were three 

or four other points of law and fact in which, lL 
| think, his statements were without foundation; 
but this ought to be set right now. 

Mr. BROWN. The fact is, that there was no 
such law when this contract was made; and what 
the Senator from Michigan claimed to be a law 
was passed afterwards. I will not be ungenerous 
| to the Senator. If he has any desire to make an 
| explanation I will yield now. 

had supposed that there was a distinction 
between “Indian superintendents and Indian 
agents, I find that the order of the Secretary 
of the Treasury was that the Indian agent 
should be present, and make his explanation. 
Instead of that, the Indian superintendent, one of 
the parties intended to be excepted, and against 
whom Thompson had made special and particular 

| exception, was allowed to go before the Indians; 
| but, recollect, 1 do not complain of that. Ido 
not complain that Huebschmann was allowed to 
go before the Indians and make his representa- 
| tion in the presence of Thompson. The peint 
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which I make in reference to this particular trans- | them with aloss of their annuities if they paid || to the Committee of the Whole House, 
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action is. that Mr. Clarke, the agent of the Treas- 
irtment, after the y had both spoken to 
ins, ordered that no one should approach 
n afterwards; that they should be left perfectly 
free to make up their own judgment withous any 
other bias than what they had received from 
Thompson and Huebschmann in his presence. 
Both p ities having been heard, though the su- 
perintendent had spoken, who ought not to have 
spoken, though Huebschmann had spoken, who, 
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“ree ’ * 
by the terms of Thompson’s agreement, was ex- 


cluded, still, if the transaction had closed with 
the speaking between Thompson and Huebsch- 
mann before the Indians, there would have been 
snd of complaint; but what happened, ac- 
I hold in 


i) ‘r 
cord to the testimony, after that? 
my hand affidavit after affidavit of men who 
id unimpeached in these documents, who 
bring the gravest charges against Huebsclhmann. 
1 will read some of them, so that the Senate may 
: what is the character of these papers. Here 
is the testimony of William N. Davis, taken in 
the presence of William Powell, found on page 
145 of the document: 
- This affiant states, after being duly sworn. that on Sep 
1855, at the Menomonee pay-ground, at the falls 
i Wolt river, and about n that day, he saw Dr. F. 
chmann, the superintendent, in conversation with 
h und some of the chiefs of said nation, and heard 
lita tll them, through the Government interpreter, that it 
impossible for the Indians to decide what a lawyer 
tor his services in attending to business, and 
better for them to leave Mr. Thompson’s 
um to the President and Commissioner of [Indian Atiairs, 
y were both lawyers, to decide what a fair compens 
tor his services should be 


riber 


on Of 
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hit > hiave 


ould be 
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Ah, more specious pleading! ‘* Do you not 
decide; do you not give any opinion on it; you 
cannot determine it; let at ‘£O back to the Com- 
misstoner.’? Who was instilling poison into the 
ifthe savage? ‘The ut there by their 
great father, the President, to superintend their 
When that man spoke, the 


eat man st 


in his name, 


anor 


Indians hada right to believe he spoke forth the | 


words of truth and soberness, and that there was 
no deception. Hedoes not tell Oshkosh and the 
other chiefs, ‘* The President asks you to give an 
opinion;’’ but he says, ** You cannot give any 
opinion; refer the m utter back, and let the Presi- 
dent and the Commissioner decide it.’’ Was 
this honest—was it dealing fairly with these peo- 
ple? I will show you something worse than 
that. ‘The affidavit continues, detailing what 
Huebschmann said: 


“That he was a doctor, and that he had certain fees 
allowed bim for attending to business, and that if they paid 


Mr. Thompson the money he claimed he would laugh at | 


them as tools.’’ 

Was there no interference here? Was there 
no violation of the orders of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, who had been charged with the set- 
tlement of this account? How dared this man 
Huebschmann thus approach the Indians in se- 


“he would laugh at them as fools? 
George F. Wright deposes, on page 144: 
Sravre oF WISCONSIN, 2 
Shawano County. 5 
‘This athant, being sworn, says that some time during the 
past summer—he thinks in June last—he had a conversa- 


ss. 


tion with Dr. PF. Huebschmann, superintendent of Indian | 


nilairs, at Milwaukee, in relation to the claim of Rk. W. 
‘Vouompson against the Menomonee Indians, which conver- 
sauion Was uitroduced by himself; that, in that conversation, 
the said Huebschmann stated that the said claim never 
should, or never would, be paid so long as he was superin- 
temdout. In the conversation he expressed himself strongly 
and undisguisedly opposed to it. 
GEORGE F. WRIGHT, 
Subscribed and sworn to before me. Witness my hand 
rp. gs.) #id seal of office, this 11th day of September, 1855. 
ere Os WILLIAM POWELL, Notary Public. 
Was that impartial? Now, here is the affidavit 
of an Indian, John Wampoose, at page 145: 

** This affiant also states that the said Indians would, as 
he believes, never have thought of rejecting said claim, but 
for the thfeats and interference of said superintendent, by 
wich be has induced the young men to frighten the chiets.”’ 

Here is an [Indian testifying under oath, that 
he believes the Indians would never have thought 
of rejecting this claim if it had not been for the 
threats of Huebschmann, who was charged espe- 
cially and particularly to use no undue influ- 
ences in reference tothe matter. Then I cometo 
the testimony of Johnston and Jones. Whatdo 
they say? ‘*Since this payment commenced, 
they have learned from the chiefs that the super- 


| Mr. Thompson.”’ 


Mr. BRIGHT. Permit me to interrupt the 
Senator from Mississippi. As this matter is one 
that not only involves money, but character to 
some extent, we do not intend to close the case 
without having it fully understood, if the Senate 
will be patient enough to hear it. l move that 
the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. BROWN. My friend will suspend his 
motion fora moment. I shall not the 
motion, and do not care whether you adjourn or 
not; but as Iam not addressing myself to the 
Senate on this subject simply for the purpose of 
making a speech, [ have no disposition to address 
empty benches. I want to sift this thing to the 
bottom, to show what the facts are, and how the 
case stands; feeling an inward conviction that 
there are not half a dozen Senators on this floor 
who can ever be induced to vote against this claim 
after they are made once to understand the facts 
in reference to it; but as I cannot prove anything 
to Senators who are half a mile away from me, 
and some of them perhaps a mile, I am willing 
to agree to the adjournment. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 
journed, 


oppose 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SaTurpDAyY, August 2, 1856. 

The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 

by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie Wacpo. 
CALL OF THE ROLL. 

The SPEA K ER the consent of the 
House to have the Journal of yesterday read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is there a quo- 
rum present? 


The SPEAKER. 


asked 


There is not a quorum in 


| the House. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I 
House. 


The motion was agreed to. 


move a call of the 


The roll was called, and the following mem- 
bers failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Barksdale. Bingham, Bishop, Bocock, Boyce, 
Brooks, Broom, Burlingame, Caruthers, Caskie, Chaifee, 
Childs, Bayard Clarke, Clingman, Cox, Craige, Timothy 
Davis, De Witt, Dickson, Dowdell, Dunn, Edie, Edmund- 
son, Elliott, Etheridge, Evans, Florence, Foster, Henry M. 
Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, Hoffman, 


| Howard, Jewett, J. Glancy Jones, Keliy, Kunkel, Lindley, 
| Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 


S. Marshall, McQueen, Meacham, Millson, Millward, Mor- 
gan, Murray, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Paine, Pelton, Pen- 
nington, Porter, Ricaud, Roberts, Sage, Savage, Scott, 


:Sherman, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Trippe, 
| Wakeman, Watkins, Wheeler, Winslow, Woodworth, and 


Daniel B. Wright. 


One hundred and fifty-two members having 
answered to their names, further proceedings 


| under the call were, by unanimous consent, dis- 


Je aoe ll nenaod wi : ne P encstaeis 4 
eret, and tell them that if they paid Thompson |! pensed with, and the Journal of yesterday was 


What else? |} 


read and approved. 


REPORTS OF PRIVATE BILLS. 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order 


| is the reception of reports of private bills from 
| the standing committees of the House. 


Mr. QUITMAN. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leave to make a brief per- 
sonal explanation. 

Mr.GIDDINGS. Tobject. I insist on a strict 
adherence to the regular order of business. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee of Claims, 


| reported a bill for the relief of James Hardy and 
| Alton Long; which was read a first and, second 


Whole 


report, 


time, referred to a Committee of the 
House, and, with the accompanying 


| ordered to be printed. 
l ask the unanimous consent | 


Mr. CULLEN. 
of the House for leave to make a personal 


| explanation. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I hope there will be 


| no objection to the gentleman’s request. I under- 


stand that the explanation concerns myself; and 
I trust the gentleman will have unanimous consent 
to make it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 


I object. I desire the 


“committees called that they may make all the 


reports they have on private cases. 


ir.GILBERT, from the Committee of Claims, || 
| reported back a bill (S. No. 308) for the relief of 
John 8S, Scranton and James M. Hunt, owners of | 


|| the accompanying report, ordered to be 
Committee on Commerce a bill to re 


| that it may be referred. 


| ported —ayes one hundred and one, noes » 


| the Committee 
| charged from the further consideration of that 
| bill, and that it be laid on the table. 


: a 
mvo «rT Ti te 

Mr. TYSON. 1 ask leave to report ai 

Sulate ¢ 


compensation of certain officers of the rey,, 


The SPEAKER. Itis nota private bil]. ; 
cannot be received. =a 
Mr. TYSON. It relates to certain officers 9, 
I conceive that it is a private bill, — 
The SPEAKER. If there be no objection 
will be received. ” 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I object. Tam instructed hy 
the Committee of Claims to make an adverse rer, 
ona bill (S. No. 294) for the relief of the wi, 
children of W. S. Derrick, deceased. 
that it be laid on the table, and that the 
panying report be ordered to be printed, 
Mr. HICKMAN. I move that the bill aj 
report be referred to the Committee of the Who . 


" 
‘ 


rem rt 
low an 
I Move 


accom. 


House. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We had ber, 
lay the bill on the table, and get rid of it at oy oj 
The question being on Mr. Gippines’s motion, 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, eajleg ,,; 
tellers. + 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wasupypye 
and Broom were appointed. ; 
The question was taken; and the tellers rp. 
counted. 
So the bill and report were laid on the table. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE, from the Committee oy 
Public Lands, reported back a bill (S. No. 144 
to enable the United States to make use of th, 
solar compass in the public surveys; which was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole Hous 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee’ on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the 
relief of Jacob Hall, contractor on mail route No, 
8912, from Independence, Missouri, to Sante Fé, 


| New Mexico; which was read a first and second 
| time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
| House, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I reported from the 
Committee on Public Lands, some two weeks 
ago, a Senate bill (S. No. 92) granting to a bla 


| woman, living in Connecticut, a land warrant, 
| Since I reported that bill I understand that under 
| an act, passed by this House some time sii 


she has obtained a land warrant. I move t 


of the Whole House be d 


f 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. COBB. I have several adverse reports 


| which I desire to make. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
eneral character? 
Mr. COBB. .Theyare. _ 
The SPEAKER. Reports on general bills are 
not in order. 


Mr. COBB. 


Are they ofa 


I desire to make a favorable 


| report upon a bill to prevent frauds in the land 


ofiices of the country. 


The SPEAKER. Private bills only are in 


| order. 


Mr. TRAFTON. I desire to report back from 
the Committee for the Distritt of Columbia, the 
memorial of John W. Nye, and ask that the 


_committee may be discharged from the further 
| consideration thereof, and that it be referred to a 
| select committee of five, and | make that motion. 


Mr. COBB. I object to any select committees 
at this time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is too late to 
make a motion to appoint a select committee. 

The SPEAKER. It is competent for 


e 


| House to dispose of the motion of the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts. 


Mr. JONES. Is it in order to move to appoin' 


| a select committee now ? 


The SPEAKER. It is in order to dispose of 
the motion. 


Mr. LETCHER. That claim has been he! 


| ever since I have been in Congress. 


Mr. JONES. I move to lay the memorial 0" 
the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BARCLAY, from the Committee on the 


intendent, Dr. F. Huebschmann, has threatened || the steamer Major Tompkins; which was referred \| Post Office and Post Roads, made adverse repo''s 








_and ordered to be print d: 
netition of John F. Wills, asking com- 
ion for services as deputy postmaster at 
ie, Kentucky; and 
petution of Joseph Hall, of Alabama, 
-relief for an alleged violation by the Post- 
Gren see of a contract to carry the mail on 


No. 6850, from Pensacola, F lorida, to Mo- 


DICK. Iask the unanimous consent of 
d by so House to report from the Committee for the 
a 1 Columbia, a bill authorizing the ex- 


» fol ywing ¢ petitions; which were laid on | 


_ construction, and use of the Metropol- | 


tailroad Company into and within the Dis- 
*? Columbia. 
rhe SPEAKER. That is a general bill, and 
order at this time. 
BENNE 'T, of Mississippi, from the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, made 
sik ilverse report upon the petition of Matthias 
Hines; which was Jaid on the table, and ordered 
printe d. 
“SIMMONS. [ ask that the Committee 
Judie iary be discharged from the further 
ation of the petition of James Averell, 
Clinton county, New York, for authority to 
| Tre. te certain land warrants, and that leave be 
d the petitioner to withdraw his papers for 
rpose of reference to the Departments. 
» objection being made, it was so ordered. 
\ir. CLAWSON, from the Committee on Rev- 


RNE Siu 


val representatives o 


, deceased; 


f General Henry 
which was read a first and sec- 
, referred to a Committge of the W a 
state of the Union, and siltead to be 


\lr. SANDIDGE, from the Committee on Pri- 
and Claims, reported back an act (S. No. 
\ ;) for the relief of Ambrose Lanfear, of Lou- 
Re. s with an amendment; and an act (S. No. 
} wv the relief of Hannibal Foulke and Eliza 
S. Collyer, roe ‘rly widow Scriber, and the heirs 
min Seriber, deceased; which were sev- 
ool rred to a Committee of the Whole 

liouse, and ordered to be printed. 
a4 Mr. S., from re same committee, reported a 
relief of Benjamin R. Gantt; which 
1 a first an second time, referred to a 
» of the Whole House, and ordered to 


' 1 
ed. 


SANDIDGE, it was 
That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
t irged from the further consideration of the petition 
Moore, for a pension for services in the Mexican 
i thatit be referred to the Committee on Invalid 


a 0 oa of Mr. 


Mr. SANDIDGE, from the same committee, 
4 f presented adverse reports on the petitions of 
Ji 1 Roy, sen., for a land claim, and of Louise 


otion of Mr. WAKEMAN, it was 


ed, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 


i fy 


i ult Jolin Graham, of the steamship United States, and 
Uiat the same be referred to the Court of Claims. 


in Mr. KNOWLTON, 


14 jutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 


mm the further consideration of the petition of | 


from the Committee on | 


( s reported back an act (S. No. 319) for the 
“om relief of the heirs of Major Gene wal Arthur St. 
the ‘ ir; which was referred to a Committee of the 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
ther : Mr. PRINGLE, from the Committee on Indian 
toa aba ‘Ss, reported a bill for the relief of Arthur | 


ion. esarman ‘a John Seamoise; 


tees 1 iirst 


which wag read 


e to Vn motion of Mr. HALL, of Massac 


it x . 
i. Was 


1usetts, 


LF] 





nan a (i from the further consideration of the petition of 
| Norris, for payment for beef furnished to the Cali- | 
aan 1 Indians in 1851, and that the same be referred to the 
oint irt of Claims. 


SAPP, from the Commitee on Military 
Af ai 8, re ported back an act (S. No. 313) for the 
rei : Adam D. Steuart, and of Alexander 
executors of Daniel Randall; which was 
rererr d to a Committee of the W hole House, 
ane ¢ rdi red to be printed. 


My 


het R tall 





rthe relief of Horatio Boulthee; which was 


j 
U 


l, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be dis- 


rst and second time, referred to a Committee | 
i the Whole House, and ordered to be warns 


-S., from the same committee, reported a 


first and second time, referred to a Com- | 


oris mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be | 


printed, 
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On motion of Mie. S., it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
©. H. Woodworth, and that it be laid on the tabie, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. QUITMAN, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Whitemarsh P. Seabrook and others; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported back an act (S. No. 
326) for the relief of Charles Stearns; which 
was referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F., from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of C. B. R. Kennerly; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. DENVER. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs to report back Senate 
bill (No. 337) for the construction of a military 
road from some point in the State of Missouri, to 
Salt Lake City. 

The SPEAKER. 
this time. 

Mr. BENSON, from the 
Affairs, re ported a bill 


! il 
selaer Hall; 


That bill is not in order at 
Committee on Naval 
or the relief ol Van Rens- 


which was read a first and second 


time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B., from the same committee, reported 
back joint resolution (S. No. 24) for the benefit 
of Susan Decatur, widow of Commodore Ste- 
phen Decatur, late of the United States Navy; 
which was referred toa Committee of the Whol 
House, and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 


Mr. STANTON. Lam directed by the Com 
mittee on Foreign Affairs to present a report in 
the case of Walte r M. Gibson. | desire to state 
to the House that this is a memorial praying 
Se for damages sustained by the me- 
morialist by his imprisonment as a captain of a 
vessel in Batavia, in the East Indies. 

The committee recommend the payment of no 
money; but they recommend the renewal of ne- 
gotiations with the view of securing compensa- 
tion to him by the Butch Government. ‘There 1s 
embodied in the report a somewhat valuable 
memoir, containing a statement of the geography, 
products, and population of the East Indian Arch- 
ipelago, accompanied by a map. 1 desire to 
make the motion, therefore, that five 
extra copies of the re port be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order now to move 
for the printing of extra copies of that report? 

The SPEAKER. It isin order. The motion 
will be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Why, sir, would it be in 
order for me, as a member of the House, to move 
that extra copies of any report that might be 
made here, be printed? 

The SPEAKER. It certainly would be in 
order for the gentleman to make the motion in 
connection with the other motion which he has 
made from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not see why he can 
make it as a member of a committee ° any more 
than he can as a member of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The motion will be referred 
to the Committee on Printing. . 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is there any rea- 
son given for printing these five thousand extra 
copies ? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order 

Mr. GROW, from the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories, reported a bill to authorize payment for 
property taken or destroyed in Kansas under 
authority or color of law. 

Mr. PHELPS. That is not a private bill. 

Mr. GROW. Itisa private bill. It is for the 
payment of claims of private citizens. It cer- 
tainly is a private bill. 

The SPEAKER. 


thousand 


The Chair thinks, from the 
reading of the title, that it is not a private bill. 

Mr. GROW. It provides for the appointment 
of a commission to take testimony in reference 
to property of individuals destroye a i in Kansas. 

The SPEAKER. Unless it be stat = that itis 
for the relief of private citizens, my hair does 
not think, under the rules, it can be eae as 
a private bill, 
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I believe ‘the F esidh a claims 
during the war in that 
rarded as private claims, 
and that is precisely a case parallel to this. 

The SPEAKER. From the character of the 
bill, as stated in the ttle, the Chair decides that, 
under the rule, the committee have not the right 
to re port the bill. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, from the Committee on 
Territories, reported adversely upon the memvo- 
rial of H. P. Hovey, asking compensation for 
printing the Kearney code by contract for the 
government of New Mexico; which was laid on 
the table, ordered to be printed, and the commit- 
tee dischareed from the 
thereof. 

Mr.SEWARD, from thi Com imittee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back Senate bill (No. 211,) mak- 
ing a reappropriation from the surplus fund for the 
relief of Lieutenant John Guest, of the United 
States Navy, and others; which was referred to' 
a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
te be print d. 

Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, proposed to report a bill for the 
relief of St. Louis county, Missouri 

The bill being general in its character, the 
re port Was not received. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, from the ¢ Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pens eae report d bills 
of the following titles; which were severally rea d 
i first and second time, referred to a Committee 
of the Wh ole House, and ordered to be print d: 

A bill for the relief of the surviving children 
of Pe r Hubert, a revolutionary soldier; and 

A bill for the relief of the children of James 
Phelps, a revolutionary soldier. 

Mr. WOODRUFF, from the same committee, 
report da bill for the relief of Mary Hoo} er: 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, from the 
committee, re ported a bill direetine the pension 
sranted James Huey, deceased, and Jane Hucy, 
his widow, deceased, to be paid to their sole heir, 
Alexander D. Huey, of Georgia; which was read 
a first and second time, refi rred toaCommittee of 
” bene House, and ordered to be printed. 

-, OLIVER, of New York, from the Com- 
a ee on Invalid Pensions, reported a joint reso- 
lution to pay the pension due Pamelia Slavin, 
late the wife of John Blue, deceased to her ad- 
ministrator. 

Mr. O. said: I ask the attention of the House 
for a single moment. The last Congress passed 
an act for the relief of Pamelia Slavin, for ser- 
vices during the revolutionary war, allowing a 
pension for five years, comm neing in 1848; but 

rrant for the money could be drawn, 
she died, and the Department did not feel at lib- 
erty to pay over the money. This resolution 
merely authorizes her administrator to draw the 


Mr. GIDDINGS. 
for property destroyed 
State have always been 


further consideration 





same 


before a wa 


money. I ask that the resolution may be put on 
its passage. 
ho objection being made, the joint resolution 
‘eLVve 7 its several readings, and was passe d. 
Mes , from the same committee, made an ad- 


verse report upon the petition of Richard Rey- 
nolds; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported the following bills; which 
were severally read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying reports, ordered to be 
printed: 

A bill for the relief of William Walton, a sol- 
dier of the war of 1812; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Parish, 
dier of the war of 1812; and 

A bill for the relief of Mary B. Dus 

| JOSEPH HILL. 

The SPEAKER laid before +’ 
(S. No. 376) for the relief of J 
was read a first and secon? 

Mr. COBB, Alabay 
under this bill is a one-ay 
He called on me the othg 
and asked that, when th 
request that it be put 

i| passed by the Senate w 


p t. 


reba p eR 
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which I make in reference to this particular trans- | 
action is, that Mr. Clarke, the agent of the Treas- | 
ury D 
the Indians, ordered that no one should ap proac h 
them afterwards; that th y rshould be left pe rfec tly 
free to make up their own judgment withous any 
than whi they a received from 
homyp and Hu faa hmann in his presence. 
Both p ities having been heard, eae the su- 
»ndent had spoken, w ho ought not to have 
6 oli n, though Hue bschmann had spoken, who, 
by the terms of Thompson’s agreement, was ex+ 
cluded, still, if the transaction had closed with 
the speaking between Thompson and Huebsch- 
mann before the Indians, there would have been 
of complai nt; but what happened, ac- 
cording to the testimony, after that? I hold in 
hand affidavit after effidavit of men who 
id unimpeached in these documents, who 
7 the gravest charges against Huebschmann. 
i will read some of them, so that the Senate may 
papers Here 
Davis, taken in 
found on page 


ollie! bias 
r 


I on 


ner 


ne ground 
my 


orl 


see What is the character of these 
is the testimony of William N. 
presence of William Powell, 
143 of the document: 


thy 


ng daly sworn, that on Sep 
pay-ground, at the falls 


r bei 
nee 


* This afflant states, aft: 
tember, 1855, at the Men: 
of Wott river, and about noon of that day, he saw Dr. F. 
HtucSechinana, the superintendent, in conversation with 
Osicosh and some of the chiets aid nation, and heard 
hii tell them, through the Government interpreter, that it 

for the Indians to decide what a lawyer 
w his services in attending to business, and 
better for them to leave Mr. Thomp a 
the President end Commi ssioner of Indian Atia 

as they were both lawyers, to decide what a fair ¢ ompet us 
ation for his services should be.” 


nnpossible 
rit to have t 


i 


vould be 


min to 


Ah, more specious pleading! ‘* Do you not 
decide; do you not give any opinion it; you 
cannot determine it; let it go back to the Com- 
toner.’? Who was instilling poison into the 
savas The man sent there by their 


on 


Tis 
f the re? 
great father, the President, to superintend their 
in his name. When that man spoke, the 
Indians hada right to believe he spoke forth the 
words of truth and soberness, and that there was 
no decepuon, Hedoes 

r chiefs, ** The President asks you to give an 
opinion;”? but he says, ** You cannot give any 
opinion; refer the m utter 
dent and the Commissioner 
this honest—was it dealing fairly with these peo- 
ple? I will show you something worse 
that. ‘The affidavit contin detailing 
Huebschmann said: 


cal 


air 


ou 
decide it.’?’ Was 


ues, what 


“That be was a doctor, and that he had certain fees 
allowed him for attending to business, and that if they paid 
Mr. Thompson the money he clauned he 
them as tools.’? 

Was there no interference here? Was there 
no violation of the orders of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, who had been charged with the set- 
tlement of this account? How dared this man 
Huebschmann thus approach the Indians in se- 
cret, and tell them that if they paid Thompson 
he would laugh at them as fools? What else? 
George F. Wright deposes, on page 144: 

Srare oF WISCONSIN, 2 
Shau mano County. \ 
‘This atfiant, being sworn, says that some time during the 

past summer—he thinks in June last—he had a conversa- 

tion with Dr. FP. Huebschmann, superintendent of Indian 

viliirs, at Milwaukee, in relation to the claim of R. W 

Poompson agamst the Menomonee Indians, which conver- 

sanon Was untroduced by himself; that, in that conversation, 

the said Huebschmann stated that the said claim never 
shiould, or never would, be paid so long as he was superin- 
tendeat. In the conversation he expressed himself strongly 
nnd undisguisedly opposed to it. 

GEORGE F. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me. 


. _, and seal of office, 
il. &. ] 


ss. 


WRIGHT, 
Witess my hand 
this Llth day of September, 1855. 
WILLIAM POWELL, Notary Public. 

Was that impartial? Now, here is the affidavit 
of an Indian, John Wampoose, at page 145: 

* This affiant also states that the said Indians would, as 
he believes, never have thought of rejecting said claim, but 
for the thteats and interference of said superintendent, by 

winch he has induced the young men to frighten the chiets.”’ 

Here is an Indian testifying under oath, that 
he believes the Indians would never have thought 
of rejecting this claim if it had not been for the 
threats of Huebschmann, who was charged espe- 
cially and particularly to use no undue iaflu- 
s in reference tothe matter. 
the testimony of Johnston and Jones. Whatdo 
they say? “Since this payment commenced, 
they have learned from the chiefs that the super- 


ence 


irtment, after they had both spoken to | 


not tell Oshkosh and the | 
back, and let the Presi- | 


than | 


would laugh at | 


Then I cometo | 


[ them with alo a loss of their annuities if they F Pp 
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| Mr. Thompson.”’ 

Mr. 
Senator from Mississippi. As this matter 1s one 
that not only involves money, but character to 
some extent, we do not intend to close the case 


| without having r it fully understood, if the Senate 


will be patie nt enough to hear it. I move that 
the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. BROWN. My friend will suspend his 
motion fora moment. I shall not oppose the 
motion, and do not care whether you adjourn or 
not; but as lam not addressing myself to the 
Senate on this subject simply for the purpose of 
making a speech, [ have no disposition to address 
empty benches. I want - sift this thing to the 
bottom, to show what the facts are, and how the 
case stands; feeling an inward conviction that 
there are not half a dozen Senators on this floor 
who can ever be induced to vote against this claim 
after they are made once to understand the facts 
in reference to it; but as I cannot prove anything 
to Senators who are half a mile away from me, 
and some of them perhaps a mile, I am willing 
to >to the adjournment. 

The | motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 


acre 


journed, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
1856. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie, Waxpo. 
CALL OF THE ROLL. 
The SPEAKER asked the consent of the 


House to have the Journal of yesterday read. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is there a quo- 
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| . 
| rum present? 


The SPEAKER. 
the House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I 
House. 


The motion was agreed to. 


There is not a quorum in 


move a call of the 


The roll was called, and the following mem- 


| bers failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. 
Brooks, 


Barksdale, Bingham, 
Broom, Burlingame, ¢ 
Childs, Bayard Clarke, Clingman, Cox, Craige, Timothy 
Davis, De Witt, Dickson, Dowdell, Dunn, Edie, Edmund- 
son, Elliott, Etheridge, Evans, Florence, Foster, Henry M. 
Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, oe 
Howard, Jewett, J. Glancy Jones, Keliy, Kunkel, Lindley, 
Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Huinphre y Mi urshall, Samuel 
S. Marshall, McQueen, Meacham, Millson, Millward, Mor- 
gan, Murray, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Paine, Pelton, Pen- 
nington, Porter, Ricaud, Roberts, Sage, Savage, Scott, 
Sherman, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Trippe, 
Wakeman, Watkins, Wheeler, Winslow, Woodworth, and 
Daniel B. Wright. 


One hundred and fifty-two members having 
answered to their names, further proceedings 


Bishop, Bocock, 
‘aruthers, Caskie, 


Boyce, 
Chatfee, 


| under the call were, by unanimous consent, dis- 


'| pensed with, and the Journal of yesterday was 


_ read and approved. 


REPORTS OF PRIVATE BILLS. 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order 


| is the reception of reports of private bills from 


the standing committees of the House. 
Mr. QUITMAN. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leave to make a brief per- 


sonal explanation. 


Mr.GIDDINGS. Iobject. I insist on a strict 
adherence to the regular order of business. 
Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee of Claims, 


| reported a bill for the relief of James Hardy and 


| time, 


of the 
| explanation. 


| no obje ction to the gentleman’s 


j 
| 
| 


Alton Long; which was read a first and, second 
referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr.CULLEN. I ask the unanimous 
House for leave 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I hope there will be 

srequest. I under- 
stand that the e xplanation concerns myself; and 
I trust the gentleman will have unanimous consent 
to make it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object. I desire the 
<a called that they may make all the 

orts they have on private cases. 
ir.GILBERT, from the Committee of Claims, 


reported back a bill (S. No. 308) for the relief of | 


John S. Scranton and James M. Hunt, owners of | 


al sa 


BRIGHT. Permit me to interrupt the | 


| I conceive that it isa 


| will be received. 


| onabill(S.N 


lay the bill on the table, and get rid of it at ono, 


| tellers. 


consent || ™ 
to make a personal ; 


‘| Mr. JONES. 
:| the table. 
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to the Committee of the Whole House 
the accompanying report, ordered to be 
Mr. TYSON. I ask leave to re port 


» and wil th 
Printed. 
from the 


' Committee on Commerce a bill to re culate 
| compensation of certain officers of the 
| that it may be referred. 


reven) 


The SPEAKER. 
cannot be received. 


Mr. TYSON. 


It is not a private bij) 
’ 


It relates to certain office rs, 
rivate bill, 
f there be no ebay . 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr.GIDDINGS. I object. Laminstructeg), 
the Committee of Claims to make an adverse rey, : 
0. 294) for the relief of the wi, 
children of W. S. Derrick, deceased, 
that it be laid on the table, and that the 


low and 
I Move 


ace: 


| panying report be ordered to be printed, 


Mr. HICKMAN. I move that the bj) 
report be referred to the Committee of the w 


| 
A 


House. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We had hor 


The question being on Mr. ‘Giwpines’s moti: 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, called fo. 


10t 


‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wasunypy, 


'and Broom were appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers yp. 


| ported —ayes one hundred and one, noes pot 


counted. 
So the bill and report were laid on the table, 


Mr. WALBRIDGE, from the Committers 9, 
Public Lands, reported back a bill (S. No. 144) 


| to enable the United States to make use of 


solar compass in the public surveys; which y rea 
referred to a Committee of the Whole Ho Use, 


| and, with the accompanying report, ordered to by 


printed. 
Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on ths 


| Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for ti 


relief of Jacob Hall, contractor on mail route No, 
8912, from Independence, Missouri, to Sante Fé, 
| New Mexico; which was read a first and secon 
| time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
| House, and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
Committee on Public Lands, some two weeks 
ago, a Senate bill (S. No. 92) granting to ab 
woman, living in Connecticut, a land wan ali, 
| Since I reported that bill T understand that un 
| an act, passed by this House some time sii 
she has obtained a land warrant. I move | 
the Committee of the Whole House be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of that 
| bill, and that it be laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COBB. I have several adverse reports 

| which I desire to make. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 

| general character? 

Mr. COBB. .They are. 

The SPEAKER. Reports on general bill 
not in order. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to make a favorable 

| report upon a bill to prevent frauds in the land 
offices of the countr 

The SPEAKER. 

order. 

Mr. TRAFTON. I desire to report back from 
the Committee for the District of Columbia, the 
memorial of John W. Nye, and ask that the 
committee may be discharged from the further 

| consideration thereof, and that it be referred toa 
select committee of five, and I make that motion. 
Mr. COBB. I object to any select committees 
at this time. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is too late 1 
make a motion to appoint a select committee. 
The SPEAKER. It is competent for 
| House to dispose of the motion of the gentlemaa 
| from Massachusetts. 

Mr. JONES. Is it in order to move to appol!! 

| a select committee now ? . 

The SPEAKER, It is in order to dispose © 

the motion. 
| Mr. LETCHER. That claim has been he 
ever since I have been in Congress. 
I move to lay the memorial 02 


I reported from the 


Are they ofa 


Private bills only are in 


he a 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BARCLAY, from the Committee on te 


intendent, Dr. F. Huebschmann, has threatened | the steamer Major Tompkins; which was referred \| Post Office and Post Roads, made adverse repor's 
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» foll wing r pe titions; 

and ordered to be printed: 
petition of John F. Wills, asking com- 
sae for services aS deputy postmaster at 

-eburg, Kentucky; and 

On the pe ution of ph Hall, of Alabama, 
rrelief for an allege d violation by the Post- 
| of a contract to carry the mail on 


Florida, to Mo- 


Jose 


Crenera 
No. 6850, from Pensacola, 


-pICK. Iask the unanimous consent of 
“1H suse to report from the Committee for the 


1) ict of Columbia, a bill authorizing the ex- 
Railroad Company into and within the Dis- 
+ of Columbia. 
fhe SPEAKER. That is a general bill, and 
order at this time. 
\ir. BENNETT, of Mississippi, from the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, made 
“se report upon the petition of Matthias 
lines: which was laid on the table, and ordered 
' rint d. 
Mr. SIMMONS. [I ask that the Committee 
Judiciary be discharged from the further 
jeration of the petition of James Averell, 
county, New York, for authority 
certain land warrants, and that leave be 
ed the petitioner to withdraw his papers for 
irpose of reference to the Departments. 
No objection being made, it was so ordered. 
\ir. CLAWSON, from the Committee on Rev- 
mary C 
legal representatives of General Henry 
ased; which was read a first and sec- 
ferred to a Committ Lee of the W <r 
the Union, and ordered to 


( ton 


Miller, dec 
e, ré 
state of be 

\Ir. SANDIDGE, from the Committee on Pri- 

and Claims, reported back an act (S. No. 

the relief of Ambrose Lanfear, of Lou- 
ith an amendment; and an act (S. No. 
wr the relief of Hannibal Foulke and Eliza 
llyer, formerly widow Scriber, and the heirs 
amin Seriber, deceased; which were sev- 
‘referred to a Committee of the Whole 

House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. 8., from the same committee, reported a 
f relief of Benjamin R. Gantt; which 
a first and second time, referred to a 


of the Whole House, and ordered to 





On motion of Mr. SANDIDGE, it was 


0 1, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
t iuged from the further consideration of the petition 
s Moore, for a pension for services in the Mexican 


i thatit be referred to the Committee 


on Invalid 


Mr. SANDIDGE, from the same committee, 
resented adverse reports on the petitions of 


J 1 Roy,sen., for a land claim, and of Louise 
A. Lau. 
On m otion of Mr. WAKEMAN, it was 


laims, reported a bill for the relief 


which were la ‘fy on | 


) ccanneciti and use of the Metropol- | 


/, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- | 


ved from the further consideration of the petition of 


uit John Graham, of the steamship United States, and 
Uiat tae same be referred to the Court of Claims. 


Mr. KNOWLTON, from the Committee on 
is, reported back an act (S. No. 319) for the 
rt; which was referred to a Committee 

e House, and ordered to be printe od. 

Mr -PR INGLE, from the Committee on Indian 
8, reported a bill for the relief of Arthur 
esarinan and John Seamoise; which was read 


first 


. of the 
W 


the Whole House, and ordered to be — 


Vn motion of Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts, 
{ was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be dis- 
‘reed trom the further consideration of te — of 
imucl Norris, for payment for beet furnished to the Cali- 
i Indians in 1851, and that the same be referred to the 
irtof Claims. 
Mr. SAPP, from the Commitee on Militar 


mn of Adam D. Steuart, and of Alexander 
lall, executors of Daniel Randall; which was 
‘ed to a Committee of the W hole House, 

a ( ord red to be printe ad. 
Mr » from the same committee, 
for r the relief of Horatio Boulthee; which was 
\ first and second time, refe srred to a Com- 


mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 


rint 
i 


inted, 


f of the heirs of Major General Arthur St. | 


and second time, referred to a Committee | 


Affairs, re ported back an act (S. No. 313) for the | 


reported a 
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On motion of Mr. S., it was 


Or That the Committee on Military 
eha:ged trom the further consideration of Uh 
©. H. Woodworth, and that it be 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. QUITMAN, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Whitemarsh P. Seabrook and othe rs; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House , and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. FAULKNER, 


lered, Affairs be dis 
memorial of 


laid on the table, and 


from the Committee on 


| Military Affairs, reported back an act (8. No. 


326) for the relief of Charles Stearns; 
was referred to a Committee of the 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F., from the same 
bill for the relief of C. B. R. Kennerly; which 
was read a o ane second time, referred to a 
Committee ot » Whole House, and ordered to 
be — 

. DENVER. I am directed by the Com- 
mitt ee on Military Affairs te report back Senate 
bill (No. 337) for the construction of a military 
road from some point in the State of Missouri, to 


which 


Whole 


committee, report d a 


Salt Lake City. 

The SPEAKER. That bill is not in order at 
this time. 

Mr. BENSON, from the Committee on Naval 


or ilrs, reported a bill for the relief of Van Rens- 


aer Hall; which was read a first and second 
aie. referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B., from the same committee, reported 
back joint resolution (3. No. ~4) for the benefit 
of Susan Decatur, widow of Commodore Ste- 
phen Decatur, late of the United 8 s Navy; 
which was referred toa Committee of the Whol 
House, and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, tam directed by the Com 
mittee on Foreign Affairs to present ‘ar port in 
the case of Walter M. Gibson. I di to state 


to the House that this is a memorial 
compensation for damages sustained by 
morialist by his imprisonment 
vessel in Batavia, in the East Indies. 

The committee recommend the payment of no 
money; but they recommend renewal of n 
gotiations with ‘the view of securing compensa- 
tion to him by the Dutch Government. There 1s 
embodied in the report a somewhat valuable 
memoir, containing a statement of the geography, 
products , and popul ition of the East Indian Arch- 
ipelago, accompanied by a map. I desire to 
make the motion, therefore, that five thousand 
extra copies of the report be printed. 


praying 
me- 
as a captain of a 


| 
the 


the 


Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order now to move 
for the printing of extra copies of that report? 
The SPEAKER. It isin order. The motion 


will be referred to the Committee on Printing 

Mr. HOUSTON. Why, sir, would it be in 
order for me, as a member of the House, to move 
that extra copies of any report that eht be 
made here, be printed? 

The SPEAKER. It certainly would 
order for the gentleman to make the motion in 
connection with the other motion which he has 
made from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not see why he can 
make it as a member of a committe e, any more 
than he can as a member of the House. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The motion will be referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 7 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is there any r 
son given for printing these five thousand extra 
copies ? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order 

Mr. GROW, from the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories, reported a bill to authorize payment for 
property taken or destroyed in Kansas under 
authority or color of law. 

Mr. PHELPS. That is not a private bill. 

Mr. GROW. Itisa private bill. Itis for the 
payment of claims of private citizens. It cer- 
tainly is a private bill. 

The SPEAKER. 
reading of the title, that it is not a private bill. 

Mr. GROW. It provides for the appointment 
of a commission to take testimony in reference 
to wena of individuals destroyed in Kansas. 

The SPEAKER. Unless it be stated that it is 
for the relief of private citizens, the Chair does 
not think, under the rules, it can be reported as 


mi 


be in 


| & private bill, 


The Chair thinks, from the 


| printing the 





~ Mr. GIDDINGS. Abeliene ths Wiesida dele 


for property destroyed during the war in that 
State have always been regarded as private claims, 


and that is precisely a case parallel to this. 


The SPEAKER. From the character of the 
bill, as stated in the title, the Chair decides that, 
under the rule, the committee have not the right 


Lo re port the bill. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, from th 
Territorie 
rial of H 


e Committee on 
S, reported adversely upon the memo- 
. P. Hove y, asking compensation for 
Kearney code by contract for the 
government of New Mexico; which was laid on 
the table, ordered to be printed, and the commit- 
tee discharged from the further consideration 
thereof. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back Senate bill (No. 211,) mak- 
ing a reappropriation from the surplus fund forthe 
relief of Lieutenant John Guest, of the United 
States Navy, and others; which was referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
te be prints d. 

Mr. P OR rE R, fi from the Committe: 
Land - 


on Private 
proposed to report a bill for the 
relief of St. Louis county, Missouri. 

The bill being general in 
report was not recelvt d. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported bills 
of the following title Ss; whic h were severi ally rea ad 
and second time, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of the surviving child: 
of Peter Hubert, a revolutionary soldier; and 

A bill for the relief of the children of James 


aims, 


its characte r, the 


i first 


Phelps, a re volutionary soldier. 
Mr. WOODRUFF, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Mary Hooper 


which was read a first and second time, referred 
o a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed, 

Mr. MILLER, 


committe 


of Indiana, from the same 
e, re ported a bill directing the pension 
i James Huey, deceased, and Jane Hucy, 
his wl low, dees ased, to be paid to their sol heir, 
Alexander D. Huey, of Gi which was read 


afirst and second time,referred toa Committee of 


rrant 


orga; 


the Whole House, a ordered to be printed. 

Mr. OLIVER, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a joint reso- 
lution to pay the pension due Pamelia Slavin, 
late the wife of John Blue, deceased her ad- 
ministrator, 

Mr. O. said: I ask the attention of the House 
for a single moment. The last Congress passed 
an act for the relief of Pamelia Slavin, for ser- 
vices during the revolutionary war, allowing a 
pension for five years, commen y 1848; but 
before a warrant for the money could be draw iy 
she died, and the Dr partment did not feel at lib- 
erty to pay over the money. This resolution 


merely — s her administrator to o Aw the 
money. I ask that the 
its passace. 
No objection being made, 
receiv 
Mr. ¢ 


resolution may » pu 


the joint resolution 
and was passe ry 

, from the same committee, made an od 
verse ri aide upon the petition of Richard Ri 
nolds; which was laid on the table, and order “d 
to be printed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported the following bills; which 
were severally read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House,and, 
with the accompanying reports, ordered to be 
printed: 


. its several readings, 


A bill for the relief of William Walton, a sol- 
dier of the war of 1812; 
A bill for the relief of Charles Parish, a sol- 


dier of the war of 1812; and 


A bill for the relief of Mary B. Dusenbury 
JOSEPH HILL. 
The § SPEAKER laid before the House an act 


(S. No. 376) for the relief of Joseph Hill; which 
was read a first and second time. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama. The beneficiary 


under this bill is a one-armed invalid pensioner. 
He called on me the other day at my desk he re, 
and asked that, when the bill came up, | should 
request that it be put on its passage. It was 
passed by the Senate without a dissenting voice. 





Si Bon 


Se eames 


Ba notes a 


=~ 


_—— 


1892 
it only increases his pension from eight dollars 
to tweive dollars per month. 
The bill directs that the increast 
nil j June 23, 1856, and to continue during 


The bill was ordered to be read 


d pension shall 
nataral life. 
hird time;and it was accordingly read the third 
', 1 nassed. 
Vir. COBB. 1 move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also that the 
consider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing bills and resolutions on the Speaker’s 
ble; which were severally read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred as indicated below: 
An act (S. No. 322) for the relief of J. E. Mar- 
tin—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
An act (S. No. 331) for the relief 
Peale—to the Committee of Claims. 
An act (S. No. 332) for the relief of John Bron- 
sou—to the Committee of Claims. 
An act (S. No. 333) for the relief of Joseph 
Graham—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
An act (S. No. 407) for the relief of Francis 
A. Gibbons and Francis X. Kelly 
if Claims. 
S. No. 409) for the 
to the Committee of Claims. 
No. 408) for the relief of Joseph D. 
he city of New York—to the Commit- 


bie Wit 
mo- 


tgon to re 


of Franklin 


Com- 


' 
—to tne 


relie& of Thomas 


1 


for the relief of Thomas 
J. Churchill, late a licutens Ken- 
tucky regiment of volunteers— ommiuttee 
on Military Affairs. 

An act (S. No. 338) for the relief of the Co- 
lumbian Harmony Society of the city of Wash- 
ington —to the Committ District of C 
jumbin, 

olution (S. No. 34) for the s 
ount of Charles M. Strater : 
on, mail contractors—to the 


the Post Otfice and Post Roads 


Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. 
take a bill from the Speaker’s 
be put on its passage. 

Mr.GIDDINGS. TI hope the House will first 
consider and dispose of the bills reported yester 
lay from the Committee of the Whole Hou 
he Privat 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
he relief of Charles sorted by the 
rentleman from Virginia [Mr. Fautkner] this 
morning from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and | ask that it be now taken up and put on its 
passage. It seems that the claimant got into some 
difficulues about the Springfield armory. [have 
read the Senate report in the case. 1 think it is 
a case of peculiar hardship. The claimant is 
awaiting here at expense for the passage of the 
bill, If we take it up and put it on its passage, 
I think we will do but an act of justice to Mr. 
Stearns. , 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Let us first pass the bills 
reported yesterday from the Committee of the 
Whole House. : 


SENATE PRIVATE BILLS PASSED. 

The following Senate bills, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole House, yesterday, were 
then taken up, ordered to be read a third time, and 
were severally read the third time and passed: 

An act for the relief of Richard Albritton: 

An act for the relief of Randall D. Livingston; 

An act for the relief of Cephise Piseros, widow 
of Louis Labranche, of the parish of St. Charles, 
and State of Louisiana; 

An act to confirm Joseph Wandestrand in his 
title to certain lands; and 

An act for the relief of Mrs. M. E. McKnight, 
widow of Francis M. McKnight. ry 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN MICHIGAN. 

The following Senate bill was yesterday re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole House, 
with a recommendation that it be referred to the 
' Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Jnion: 

An act appointing commissioners to ascertain 
certain facts relative to private land claims in the 
state of Michigan. 


(. No, 360) 
1 first 
‘ 


the ¢ 


e for the 


on 


table 


Calendar. 
A Senate bill for 
Stearns was re 


} 


The question being on concurring in the rec- |, 
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ommendation of the committee, it was put and 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole of 
it Vi i 


On the state the Union 


PASSAGE OF PRIVATE BILLS OF THE HOUSE. 
The following House bills, reported yesterday 
from the Committee of the Whole House, were 
then taken up, ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, they were 
severally read the third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Mrs. Magdalena Broutin, widow of 
De la Ronde; : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 

ntatives of lenacio Delino; 

\ bill to confirm the tide of Ruhama Whitaker 
and Rebecca Whitaker to certain lands in the 
State of Loutsiana; 

\ bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 

s of Bernard Hemkin; 

!! for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
ives of Lewis Regeio; 

A bill to extend the nghts granted by the act 
approved 7th January, 1853, entitled ** An act 
hori ldiers of the late war with 


aul 


sentat 


1orizing certain So 


Great Britain to surrender the bounty lands drawn 


by them, and to locate others in lieu thereof;”’ 
‘A bill to confirm to certain persons therein 
named their titles to certain in Prairie du 
Chien, Wisconsin; 
A bill for the relief of Talbot C. Dousman; 
\ for the relief of Benjamin La Fonte, 
William Altenbure, and others; 
A bill for the relief of Napoleon B. Gill, of 
Perry county, Missouri, and for other purposes; 
and 


A bill for the relief of Bridget Maher. 
SARAH ANN 


iots 


DYE. 


The Flouse then took upa House bill, reported 
yesterday from the Committee of the Whole 


Hlouse, for the relief of the heirs of Sarah Ann 
Dye; 1 


on which a separate vote had been 
SK d. | 
Mr. READY. What I desire to say in refer- 
ence to this bill is this: If I understand it, it isa 
bill to pay a pension for seven years to the heirs 
of Mrs. Dye, who was the widow of a lieutenant 


in the revolutionary army, who was killed at the 


@battle of Brandywine. Under a law passed, I 


believe, in 1818, a pension was provided for the 
widows of soldiers who were killed in battle 
during the war, or while engaged in the line of 
their duty. ‘This widow never applied for her 
pension during her life time, and now, after her 
death, her heirs claim that they are entitled to it, 
and that it is the duty of the Government to pay 
it. The bill provides for the payment to her 
heirs, of that pension which she would be enti- 
tled to if living. Now, so faras I have any inform- 
ation, | understand that would be to inaugurate 
a new principle in the pension laws. Though I 
am in favor of pretty liberal action in providing 
pensions to those, and the heirs of those, who 
served their country during the revolutionary war, 
still it seems to me that this would be going a step 
so far beyond anything that hasever yet been done 
in that way, that we oucht to hesitate long before 
doing it. It certamly would be opening the door | 
very wide, and setting a precedent for a very large 
c] f cases, which would require an immense | 
amount of money to pay them. 
If these heirs had been entitled under the gen- 


iss 0 


eral law which granted pensions to their ancestor, || 


there would have been no necessity for an appli- | 
cation here. All that they would have been re- | 


application to the Commissioner of Pensions, 
establish the facts upon which they here claim a 
peusion, and it would have been granted. But 


the law will not allow it, and hence they come || 


here and ask Congress to make a special excep- | 
tion in their favor, and to pay them a pension | 
upon a state of facts upon which I believe Con- 
gress has never yet paid a pension of one dollar. 
This is as much as I need say to make the ground | 
of my objection understood. | 
bill upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the bill was laid on the table, and also | 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


| sent, and I hope no gentleman wil] o 


tion to the motion of the gentleman from " 


| and to have the bill put upon its pass 


|| treme hardship as well as this. 


| except that | see from the facts stated 


I move to lay the | 


CHARLES STEARN, 
Mr. FAULKNER. I rise to renew the mo 


tion made with so much propriety by the ven, 

man from Tennessee, [Mr. Jonks,/ to 1, a. 
the bill of Charles Stearn, of Massac| 
have it passed, It can be done by ¢ 


take l 
IUSeLtS, an 
€neral con. 
byect. 

I make no o} 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


er. 


en. 


nessee, renewed by the gentleman from Virgi 
on the condition that the gentleman from ‘T 
nessee, who was the only person to object vests 

day to the motion to discharge the Commit,,...- 
the Whole House from the further consideras;,,, 
of the bill for the relief of Captain McClejla, 


en. 


‘1 
Aelland, 
age, wil| 


withdraw his objection. That is a case of 


ex. 
Mr. JONES. Ihave no knowledge of this ence 


In the 


report that it is a case of extreme hardship and 


one which the House ought immediately to dis. 
pose of. I can make no compromise about is 
My own opinion is that in the other case referpe: 
to by the gentleman from Ohio, the principle :. 
wrong. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will not make objection 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is it in order t, 
submit a motion to go into a Committee of | 
Whole on the Private Calendar? 

The SPEAKER, It would be in order wors 
there not a previous motion pending, mad: 
the gentleman from Virginia. ; 
Mr. SMITH. Ido not know anything about 
that. I object., P 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made, 

Mr. SMITH. I withdraw the objection, 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I renew it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Objection being made to 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, | now 
move that the rules be suspended, and that: 
House resolve itself into the Committee of | 
Whole on the state of the Union. 
question be taken I desire to say 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, (interrupting.) | 
itin order to make my motion now to go int 


he 


Before t 


| a Committee of the Whole on the Private Calen- 


dar? 
The SPEAKER. It is in order. 
Mr. SMITH. Then I make the motion. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Itis very unfortunate that 


| gentlemen should think so little of the gene 


appropriation bills. I wish to inform the gen 
man from Virginia that there has been an under- 
standing with the chairman of the Committee of 
Claims. We want to have one of the appropria- 
tion bills discussed and passed to-day. 

Mr. GROW. Before the motion of the gentl- 
man from Virginia is put, | desire to ask the: 
sent of the House to allow this to be considered 
as objection day; otherwise, there is no use II 
going into Committee of the Whole House onthe 
Private Calendar. 

' Objection was made. 

Mr.GROW. Then I hope the House will not 
go into Committee on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. DENVER. Before the motion to go into 


| committee is put, I ask the gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia to allow me ta have a bill taken from the 


Speaker’s table, and referred to a committee. 
The SPEAKER. Itcan only be done by gen- 
eral consent. 
Mr. SMITH. I will do so if the gentleman 
will renew my motion. 


The SPEAKER. The motion need not be 


> || withdrawn. 
quired to do, would have been to present their || 


Mr. DENVER. Then I ask to have taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs, a bill explanatory 
so much of an act passed August 5, 1854, makin 
appropriation for the support of the Army for 
year ending June 30, 1855, as refers to the pay 
ment of expenses incurred by the State of Ca" 
fornia for the suppression of Indian hostilities " 
that State. 

Mr. DEAN. I object. 

Mr. CULLEN. [ask the unanimous cons’ 
of the House to make a personal explana' 
which materially concerns me, my constituc! 
and every member of the House. 

Mr. ALLISON. I object. 

"The question being on Mr. Smrrn’s motion, | 

Mr. MILLSON. Is there not « motion to g° 


Ds 








\ 


uer- 


a 


man 





the Whole on the state of the 


1856. 


.. Committee of 


ha SPEAKER. That motion is pending; 

; the other motion to go into Committee of the 

Whole on the Private Calendar takes precedence 
his day. “ , , 

The question was taken on Mr. Smitu’s motion; 

oj on a division there were—ayes thirty-seven, 

not counted. 

S, the motion was disagreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Camp- 

', motion; and it was agreed to. 


THE FORTIFICATION BILL. 


e, the rules were suspended, and the House 
jlved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Coss, of Geor- 
vo yn the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
~¢ House bill (No. 180) making appropriations 
*e frtiications and other works of defense, and 
¢» renairs of barracks and quarters, for the year 
ji the 30th of June, 1857, the pending ques- 
y ; ‘ 
being on Mr. Benson’s amendment, as fol- 


( 


noes 


pELI 


res 


, the improvement of the fortification at the entrance 
of Kennebec river, $100,000, 
On this amendment tellers had been ordered; 
nd Messrs. Kennett and Prineie had been 
a, | 


. 
nowea. 
( 


The House divided yand the tellers reported— 


ayes seventy-four, noes not counted. 

“So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER. I move to amend, in line 
hirty-three, by increasing the appropriation to 


‘ 
| 


$75,000 in the following item of the bill: 


For Fort Gaines, Dauphin Island, Alabama, $50,000. 

For the purpose of indicating the propriety of 
amendment | have offered, I will mention to 
committee (what perhaps most of the members 
y have forgotten) that early in the present ses- 

i, { think some tume in the month of February 
March, I offered a resolution, which was 

lopted, calling on the Secretary of War to send 
his House estimates of what was necessary 

r putting the fortifications between Mobile and 

New Orleans in good condition. On the 7th of 


March he responded to that resolution by a report | 


vering a report of the chief engineer. I find, 
ou examining the report, that he recommends an 
appropriation of $200,000 as necessary to com- 
plete the fortification at Fort Gaines, and he 
furnishes an estimate of $75,000 for the present 
fiscal year. When this report came to the House 
it was sent to the Committee on Military Aifairs. 
From the fact that the Committee of Ways and 
Means have reported in this bill $50,000 instead 
of $75,000, | presume that they only acted on the 
esumates originally sent from the War Depart- 
ment, and that this report has not been before 


them. I read from the report of the Secretary of | 


War: 


“Fort Gaines, on east end of Dauphin Island, the west point 
lay in securing the title to the site. It is designed to com- 
mand the passage of vessels of light draught, that might 
otierWise pass upto the anchorages and city, keeping out 
of the reach of Fort Morgan; and, also, to command a 
valuable exterior anchorage, lying between it and Pelican 
island. The estimate to finish this fort is $200,000; and 
the sum of 75,000 is on the estimate for the next fiscal year.’’ 


_ The committee will see that the appropriation 


of Modile bay.—This fort has just been begun, after long de- | 


ior the current year is estimated for at $75,000 in- | 


stead of $50,000. Itseems to me, therefore, that, 
inasmuch as the corps of engineers have decided 


that this amount is necessary, the committee ought | 


to adopt the amendment which I have offered. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


by that committee. And I wish now to advise 


members of this fact, that if we start out by 
making these increased appropriations for the | 


various fortifications, according to the additional 
estimates from the War Department, to which 
the gentleman has referred, we shall involve the 
country in an expenditure of $1,047,000 beyond 
the regular annual estimates. The regular an- 


nual estimates are for $1,700,000; and this addi- || 


I am opposed to | 
tie increase which has been proposed by the | 
geutleman from Alabama. The estimates to which | 
the gentleman has referred were before the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means, and well considered | 


Uonal estimate, sent in here after the bill had been | 


ai 


reported—sent in, if | mistake not, on the 5th of 
une,almost doubles the sum originally estimated 


or. If itis the policy of the committee and of || amendment is for repairs of that fort, deemed | 


| 


TH 


see 
tions, and to make this large expenditure of 


money, itis but proper and fair, that we s j 
take up the “additional estimates, and 


bul conform to them, thereby increasing the 
amount over a million of dollars. In respect to 
this Fort Gaines, the committee inserted in 


bill the appropriation originally estimated for; 
and in considering the additional estimates they 
treated Fort Gaines exactly as they did the other 
fortifications, declining to in the rec- 
ommendations of the War Department, by ap- 
propriating the additional sum of $1,000,000. It 
is for the committee to determine whether they 
will in this case give the additional $25,000. If 
they do, then I think they should take up the bill 
and amend it to conform to the additional esti- 
mates of the War Department. 

Mr. WALKER. I withdraw my amendment, 
and now move to amend by increasing the appro- 
priation to $74,000. 

Now, sir, aS a matter of course, in the face of 
all the objections urged by the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, I can have but 
slight hope of overriding his voice, because, as 
chairman of this most important committee, his 
voice must have potency in this House. But | 
submit whether there was anything in the whole 
of his objections, save and except what he was 
here kind enough to assure the House of, that 
the committee have come to.the determination to 
disregard the recommendations of the War De- 
partment. I submit to the committee, whether 
he has furnished us with any other reason for the 
act'on of the House in rejecting the amendment 
which I have proposed. Now, sir, if he were at 
all familiar with the coast between Mobile and 
New Orleans—if he were at all aware of the neces- 


acquiles¢ 


sity there is for the public safety, of putting that 
coast in such a posture of defense as to insure 
the safety of Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisi- 
ana in time of war, he would 
against this amendment. 
Now, I take it, that no one questions the wis- 
dom and competency of the head of our engineer 
corps in making these estimates. 


nol urge ob} ection 


No one doubts 
his ability to say how mugh is necessary to put 
this or that fort ina proper state of defense. He 
says in this report that it will take $75,000 to 
carry on this improvement begun at Fort Gaines, 
Dauphin Island. He estimates that the improve- 
ments will require the appropriation of $100,000, 


| but heallows $75,000 for the present year to carry 


on the work 

The only objection urged by the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means Is, that 
they thought it advisable to ignore the additional 
estimates of the Secre tary of War, and to be 
governed by the regular annual estimates. In th 
ume allotted to me under the cannot, of 
course, refertomaps. | cannot undertake to give 
the relative position of these islands to the 
coast, to show the command they have of this or 
that channel on the route from to 
Mobile. I can only assure the committee that 
there is a manifest nece SSILY for thes appropri- 
ations. One thing is clear to my mind; if the 


rules [ 





main 


Wwew Orieans 


| money is not appropriated now, itis onlya delay, 


| 


for the work cannot be brought to a conclusion 
without such appropriations. And as we have 
the estimate of a competent officer, I see no 
reason why the allowance should not be made at 
this time. Therefore | trust the committee will 
sustain the amendment I propose. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. | am opposed to the amend- | 


ment, and call for the vote. 


The question was taken; and the amendment | 


was disagreed to. 

Mr. McCARTY. 
lution: 

For repairs of Fort Ontario, near Oswego, New York, 
$6,000. 

Mr. Chairman, this amendment is in accord- 
ance with the recommendations of the War De- 
partment, and is included in the estimates sent to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. It has been 
omitted from this bill. Indeed, | observe in the 
bill no appropriation for any work on the north- 
ern frontier—a coast of some fifteen hundred miles, 
Along that coust there are many large and flour- 
ishing cities, Fort Ontario is already constructed 
under the authority of the Government, and my 
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repairs should be made, or the work should be 


andoned altogether. The War Department 
recommend that these repairs be made. ‘The 
amount ny amendment is somewhat less than 
that of the Senate bill, which is on the Speaker's 
table. ‘That bill appropriates $10,000. 

Fort Ontario defends a commerce of $50,000,000 
annually. It protects the eily of Oswexo, the 
trade of which has veen rapidly increasing since 
the ratification of the reciprocity treaty. It ise 


recommended as necessary; and these repairs are 
recommended to kee p up its efficiency. I hope, 
therefore, that the amendment will be adoptec . 
Mr. PHELPS. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York is based on no estimate 
that | have seen. If the gentleman will turn to 
the annual estimates he will find that nothing is 
estimated for the purpose of keeping up the fort 
on Lake Ontario. The Secretary of War submits 
an estimate in gross for the purpose of preserving 
the fortifications which have been constructed in 
the United States. The gentleman will see this 
by looking at the last clause of the bill, which is 
as follows: 
For contingent 
mentioned, the p 
and r@pairs of 


expenses of fortifications not herein 
eservation of sites, the protection of Utles, 
sudden damages to forts, $30,300, 

Therefore it is not necessary to appropriate any 
money here for the purpose of keeping that fort 
in repair. The clause which | have read aceom- 


plishes what the gentleman desires; this amend- 
ment is unnecessary. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by increasing the sum $10,000. Mr. Chair- 
man, | do this because of the liberality which | 
wish to see exercised towards that frontier coast. 


Gentlemen will bearin mind that the whole north- 
ern fronuer is left entirely exposed with the ex- 
ception of the single defensive work to which my 
fri nd’s amendme nt applies. Look at the fort at 
the straits of Mackinaw. There is not a cent 
appropriated for the repair of that fort. There i 
not a gun nor a soidier th . itis rtoruin, 
and there 1s not a dollar to be given for ust ult 
Come down, then, to Fort Gratiot. There is not 
a.dollar appropriated for it. Probably there will 
not be. ‘ 

Mr. HARLAN. And there ought not to be. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Very well. There is Fort 


Detroit, not a dollar 


r pair, 


| ted toward its 
Let us com ne xt to Fort Maum e, in 
Ohio, which was occupied at the peace of 17383. 
There is 
There is Fort 


propri 


There it stands with its glo ymy walls. 
not a dollar to keep it in repair. 
Meigs, where so much blood was shed during 
the late war. ‘The bill does not appropriate one 
dollar for that fort. 

A MemsBer. And there ought not to be. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Ido not undertake to say 
about that. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I call the gentleman to 
order. It is not in order to discuss the whole 
system of fortifications on a motion to increase 
a particular item. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Iam showing the import- 
ance of having at least one efficient fort for de- 
fense on the northern frontier. For the two 
thousand miles of coast on that frontier let us 
have at least one fort. We do not want more 
than that. Indeed, we do not want that. [Laugh- 
ter. ] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. My colleague says that 
this is the only fort on the northern frontier. I 
do not think it is necessary that we should have 
any there. I have various reasons for so think- 
ing. In the first place, let me say that I do not 
believe many years will elapse before the British 
North American provinces will form an integral 
part of this Union. I, therefore, do not see the 
necessity of large expenditures for the construc- 
tion of forts along the southern shore of the 
lakes. ‘There is nothing of a threatening charac- 
ter in that region. It was but a year or two ago 
that we passed an act for reciprocal trade between 
Canada and thiscountry. We are upon terms of 
perfect friendship there, and we might as wel! pro- 
vide an appropriation of money to build up the oid 
Indian fortifications in my district, upon which 
trees are now standing which have been growing 
for centuries, as to talk about expenditures to 
build up fortifications upon the northern lakes. 
It is time that a reform was begun upon this sub- 
ject. The Committee ef Ways and Means have 


‘he House to increase this system of fortifica- |) necessary by the proper Department. Either these || acted upon the reason that there was no over- 
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ruling necessity now requiring any such ¢ xtrava- 
gant expenditure. True, itis very well to ] ep 
up the system so far as the great commercia! sea- 
orts are concerned—such as San Francisco, New 
Vork, and other important points; but [ regard 
this system of building up fortifications at the 
mouth of every stream, as a gross and wanton 
extravagance on the partof the Government. We 
might just as well ask to have fortifications at the 
snouth of the Great Miami river in Ohio, in my 
judgment, as to ask to have fortifications built 
upon the northern lakes. I, therefore, hope the 
committee will stand by the bill as itis. ‘There 
was no estimate in the regular estimates pre- 
sented to the committee for the fort for which 
gentlemen now propose to provide. I think it 
would be a useless expenditure of money; and, 
with all deference to the gentleman from New 
York, I think it is not called for by the public 
interest, and I trust it will not be allowed. 

Mr. McCARTY. ‘The report says: 

“« Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York.—Nothing has been 
done during the year. On examination, early in tie year, 
the timber revetment of the scarp was found to be more 
decayed than was anticipated, and will require extensive 
renewal; several of the wooden gun-platforms also require 
renewal. Stone pintle-blocks and traverse-circles are also 
needed.” 

The estimates were subsequently furnished to 
the committee; and the letter addressed to the 
chairman of the committee is before the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

The question recurring upon Mr, McCanry’s 
amendment, it was put, and the amendment was 
disagreed to. 


the buildings, going to decay, have been renewed 
in part, and some repairs made, by small appro- 
priauions which have been made ffom time to 
time | find, by examining the report of the 
Secretary of War, that he considers that $25,000 
will | I put them in repair for the 


accommodation of officers and men. 


e sufficient to 


committee will consent to increase the appropria- 
tion to 435,000. 

Mr. LETCHER. We have inserted in this 
bill exactly the amounts that were presented to 
usin the annual estimates. I see from the re- 
port of 1851, which was made to this House, that 
the estimated cost of the construction or repair 
of Fort Morgan, Mobile Point, was $1,245,556. 
The amount expended was $1,212,556. The 
amount required at that time to complete or con- 
struct was $30,000. 
made in the year. 1851. 


Now I do not know 


| exactly what appropriations were made between 


the year 1851 and the year 1856; but inasmuch 


| as this $25,000 is furnished as the estimate from 
| r . 
the War Department, I take it that it must have 


been furnished on some data satisfactory to them, 
that that would be sufficient, in their estimation, 


| to complete the erection of that fortification. 


The Clerk then resumed the reading of the || 


bill. 


tion: 


For fortifications at Alcatraz Island, San Franciseo bay, 
California, $200,000. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL offered the following 
amendment: 

Provided, That the permanent title to the said island 
shail be secured to the United States before any of this 
appropriation shall be expended. 

Mr. HOUSTON, 1 desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, in 
connection with this amendment, whether the 
title to this island has not already passed to the 
Government, and whether the island is notalready 
under its jurisdiction ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I understand that 
it has, but the proviso cannot do any harm. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that that pre- 
caution was taken at an early stage of our legis- 
lation upon this subject, and hence the proviso 
is unnecessary now. ‘The injurious effect which 
the proviso would have is this: it would show a 
distrust op the part of the Government of its own 
title, whereas its title may be good. I have no 
doubt the title is good; but this proviso would 
seem to imply that the Government believed that 
it had nota good title, and that might throw difli- 
culties in the way. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


I am instructed 


| Department by a special resolution offered at the | 
The following clause being under considera- || 


Mr. WALKER. 
amendment by reducing the sum $500. 
merely for the purpose of replying to my friend 
from Virginia. 
the ann 
not, the 


1851 has fallen short 


ial estimate is true. But, if 1 mistake 
only expenditure made on that fort since 
of $3,000. The gentleman 
and myself draw our conclusions from wholly 
different } He refers to 


mates. Il refer to the estimate drawn from the 


pers. 


present session of Congress. In reply to that 


| resolution, in March last, the chief engineer says 
| that $50,000 is necessary to put this fort in proper 


| as a matter of course, result in a | 


condition. It seems to me that, where money 
has been appropriated for the completion of these 
fortifications, the wisest policy is to make appro- 
priations which will at once attain the desired 
end, instead of running the appropriations through 
along series of years. The latter policy must, 

irger expendi- 
ture than if the policy were adopted of making 
sufficient appropriations at the time. I will not 


o 


trespass on the time of the committee, but [ trust | 


the committee will adopt my amendment. 
The question was taken; and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 
Mr. QUITMAN. 
mittee 


ne 
SD 


I am directed by the Com- 


amendment after line fifty-two: 


For the purchase of seven hundred and fifty-two thou- 


sand seven hundred and fifty-one square feet of ground 


adjacent to the Washington arsenal, and for the use thereof, | 


the sum of $77,250, to be applied under the direction of the 
Seeretary of War: Provided, The said quantity of land can 


be purchased for an amount not exceeding that sum; and |) J : b : 
|| introduced here, it seems to me it will be a very 


for draining the swamp land adjoining the said arsenal. to 
improve the health of that site, the sum of $2,000, to be 


| expended under the direction of the Secretary of War. 


by the Committee of Ways and Means to offer | 


the following amendment: 


For the purchase of additional land for defensive purposes 
on Staten Island, New York harbor, $43,300. 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The following clause being under considera- 
gion: 


Mr. 
there 

Mr. QUITMAN. 

Mr. LETCHER. 


LETCHER. 


I raise a point of order 


Allow me to explain. 


should also allow other gentlemen to explain 


| amendments which I might think not in order. 


For repairs of Fort Morgan, mouth of Mobile bay, Ala- || 


bama, $25,000— 
Mr. WALKER. 


to the Gulf of Mexico. 


distance from the Mobile Point light-house. As 


evidence of the value of that fortification, I need || 


only mention the fact which is known in the his- 


tory of the country, that during the war with | 


Great Britain, a large British frigate was sunk at 
the entrance of the channel of Mobile bay, by 
uns fired from the walls of that fort. 


I move to increase the ap- | 
propriation to $35,000. I will state to the House || 
that Fort Morgan is, in fact, the only means of pro- 
tection for the channel leading from Mobile point | 


I have | 


Mr. QUITMAN. 


in the first place to the title of the bill ‘* making 


appropriations for fortifications and other works | 
| of defense, and for repairs of barracks and quar- 


ters, for the year ending June 30, 1857,”’ and 


| then Il refer to the conclusion of the bill, * for 


The fort stands a short || 


contingent expenses of fortifications not herein 
mentioned, the preservation of sites, the protec- 
tion of titles, and repairs of sudden damages to 
forts.” 


I refer also to the amendment which the chair- | 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means has | 


| just offered without any objection from the gen- 
| tleman from Virginia, for the purchase of land on 


en within it several times, and I know it to be || 
one of the best built fortifications upon any por- || 


tion of our coast, but for some years past it has | 


been shamefull 


neglected. I think, perhaps, 
that not more 


an one or two men have been 


| the present session of Congress to remed 


stationed there for the last eight or ten years; and | 


Staten Island for the purposes of defense. The 
Washington arsenal is now in a state of decay. 
The ground is so low that the works cannot be 
preserved; and if some means are not taken at 
this 
state of things, the Government will probably lose 
more in damage than half the amount asked. 


I trust the | 


W hat the gentleman says about | 


the annual esti- | 


oe I presume I may be per- | 
'| mitted to point to the bill for the purpose of | 
showing that the amendment is in order. I refer | 
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| this matter under consideration, The work..." 
ks 


———_ 


: cn ’ 
The Committee on Military Affairs hav. 


i 


if some means be not taken, be so ruined »..’ 


cause a greater loss to the Government tha, 


| sum here asked. After a fall examination ar 
-ing to the recommendation of the chief ,, 
| nance, and in pursuance of the recomme; 


| of the Secretary of War, the committee 
|imously determined that the most econ: 


| offered at reasonable price. 


That appropriation was || 


l propose to modify my || 
I do this || 


on Military Affairs to propose the follow- || 


‘| was made by the 
I would very cheerfully | 
| allow the gentleman to explain, but if 1 did, I 


uy 


mode was to purchase the adjacent land, y) 

i The contracts ¢,, 
purchase have been laid before the War [,, 
ment. It seems to me that the amendm 
appropriate here; and as there is no doubt oe , 

| necessity of it, I hope the gentleman wij] ‘ it 
draw his objection, because gentlemen wij] ») 

agree that itis absolutely necessary that some ie 

propriation be made at the present session to py... 
vent loss to the Government. — 
Mr. LETCHER, I ask that the question o¢ 

| order may be decided. If it be decided avajne, 
| me, I wish to say something in re ly. — 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds jh, 
| amendment to be in order. rs 
| Mr.LETCHER. Well, it strikes me that). 
is rather an odd decision. as 
The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman js po, 
satisfied with it, he can take an appeal. - 
Mr. LETCHER. Noysir,1 shall notdo tha; 

I should dislike very much to reverse the decisiny 

| of the Chair, knowing that it would mortify ¢}, 
Chair very much, [laughter,} and | would not|ik 

| to make theexperiment. It seems to me that 
far as the arsenals are concerned, the yare Jes;t;. 
mate amendments. to the Army bill; but thar 
the first time within my knowledge and expe; 
ence in this House, that repairs of arsenals we; 
regarded as legitimate amendments to the for- 
tification bill. So far as the Army bill is cop. 
cerned, we have already made the appropriations 
in it for arsenals which were recommended by 
War Department. Now, when the fortificatioy 
bill comes up, we areasked to allow this proposi- 
tion to be introduced, and to pass it on the ground 
of the pressing necessity, thatexists for it. | hay 
not seen anything brought into this House during 
| the present session that was not a matter of }») 
ing necessity, that could not possibly be ; 
poned, and which must be done now, Or not ¢ 
atall. And yet this arsenal has been sta 
| here for years. It has been in the use and o 
| pancy of the Government for years, and no ree- 


so) 


|| ommendation whatever has been made in regard 


| to an appropriation for it in connection with this 
bill, by the Secretary of War. 

So far as these fortifications are concerned, \ 
have taken the estimates furnished to us at | 
opening of this session, and we have conformed 
| to these estimates, I believe, in every sing! 
Stance where they were presented by the War 

Department. Now, if this proposition is to | 


difficult matter to tell what proposition would not 
be in order on this fortification bill. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
| the committee that, at the time the point of order 
gentleman from Virginia, ‘e 
did not state the ground of it, nor did he ca!! 
| attention of the Chair to the point he now makes 
| In the view of the Chair, the amendment is not 
in order to the fortification bill. 


Mr. McCARTY. I move to amend the bill 
line fifty-two, by inserting the following: 

For repairs of Fort Ontario, in Oswego county, New 
York, $55,000. 

I have simply to say, in reply to the remarks 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that the whole force of his remarks goes 
to show that the other appropriation should not 
have been made, and that this should. It 1s 
true, that, looking to the existing state of things, 

| there is no danger impending over this coast, 
but still we should take care that these fortifca- 
tions do not go to ruin. If there ever wes 

| reason for keeping up fortifications at all in any 

| portion of the country, it seems to me that t! 

| fort, within fifty or sixty miles of a foreign cou": 

| try, should be kept up. I call the attention ©! 
gentlemen to the fact, that there are cities up 
that coast to defend. The gentleman from 0 
speaks of the annexation of the Canadas. ©! 
if he will bring forward a bill for that purpos®; ° 

| will waive this amendment, and will go with hu 
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—— comer 
"et heartily; but, inasmuch as it may be some 
. before that may be accomplished, I hope the 
—ommittee and the House will adopt the amend- 


vot J have proposed for the repairs of this for- 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I will simply say to my 
snd from New York, that I hold in my hand 
mendment which lam instructed by the Com- 
son of Ways and Means to offer to the bill, 
| embraces an appropriation of $200,000 for 
ral repairs. If his fortification has as much 
as he pretends it has, of course the Secre- 
. of War will, in the exercise of a wise dis- 
se ‘ 1, apply whatever portion of that $200,000 
his judgment may become necessary for 
‘at point. It may be that the annexation of the 
Canadas may be ascertained to be so remote as 
jer @ mere temporary expenditure there 
srable. lL certainly would make no large ap- 
»ropriations for permanent works of defense on 
coast of our northern lakes. 
Mir. McCarty’s amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. FLAGLER. I move to amend the bill in 
fifty-two, by inserting the following: 





For repairs of Fort Niagara, at the mouth of the Niagara | 
river, New York, $5,000. 
Mr. Chairman, I am surprised, on reading this | 
fortification bill, to find that no appropriation has | 
been made for Fort Niagara. I need not say to 
the House that this is a work on which a large 
szmount has been expended. Itisa fort, I pre- 
sume, of as much strength as almost any fort in 
country. On turning to the report of the 
Secretary of War, [ see that there was an unex- 
nended balance at that fort of about $6,000, which 
was estimated would be expended during the 
fiscal year ending last June. ‘There is, therefore, 
wno fund out of which to keep that fort in 
ir; and hence I have offered this amendment. 
iinformed, though not officially, to be sure, 
at this very moment something should be 
expended onthatwork. The Government keeps 
e force stationed at that point, except when the 
exigencies of the case require them to be em- 
yed in some other quarter. 1-do not concur in 
‘opinion of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, that this whole line of fortifi- 
ons between ourselves and Great Britain should | 
sivenup. Lappeal tomy colleagues here from 
. York to look at this bill, and observe the en- | 
omission of any appropriations whatever for 
Niagara frontier. Why, sir, I need not say 
t that frontier has been the seat of hostilities. 
very foot of soil there has been enriched by the 
id of contending armies. And if we have 
difficulties with foreign Powers, especially with 
Great Britain, that coast is where the fiercest 
blows will fall. It seems to me that, in asking 
for this little pittance for that important fort, no 
objection can be made. The officers of the War 
Department are responsible for its expenditure. 
i it is not wanted, it will not be expended. I 
submit, therefore, that it is only fair and proper 
tuat this item should be put in the bill. 


- 





ago, the Committee of Ways and Means have 
lustructed me to report an amendment by which 
$200,000 will be appropriated for repairs of such 
of the fortifications as ought to be keptup. I 
did not say, as the gentleman has represented me 
to have said, that we should abandon entirely the 

e of fortifications on the northern lakes. My 
remark was, that I did not believe the time was 
far distant when they would not be necessary. 
Why, sir, with the relations now existing between 
this Government and England, and especially be- 
tween the people on our northern frontier and 
the Canadas, it is very improbable that there will 
be any occasion for fortifications there. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I want to know of my col- 
‘eazue if there is any more prospect of our an- 
hexing Canada than of our annexing France 
and Europe generally ? 
_Mr. CAMPBELL. If it were left to the gen- 
Ueman’s constituents, or mine, they would vote 
for annexation at once; and I have no doubt that 
my colleague himself is in favor of it, for he 
Voted for the resolution introduced by me at a | 
former session of Congress on the subiect. But, | 

Chairman, provision has been made by | 
Which t deations which are worthy of it | 


AY 
aii 


those forti 
will be repaired; and if there is a necessity for | 
the expenditure of? $5,000 at Fort Niagara it will 





be appropriated out of the $200,000 for general 
repairs. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. IT move to increase the | 
appropriation $5900; and I do so for the purpose 
of submitting a few remarks on this point. I 
desire to say, in answer to the gentleman from 

. t . ‘ p 
Ohio, who ts at the head of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, that if his argument is a good 
one, why were appropriations made in particular | 
cases for the repair of forts? He says that the 
committee comes forw with an appropriation 
of $200,000 to cover these appropriations; yet 
we read in the bill as follows: 

For repairs of Castle 
$10,000. 

For repairs of Fort Jackson, Savannah river, 
@ or repairs of Fort Morgan, mouth of Mobile bay, Ala 
bama, $25,000. 


For repairs and extension of Fort St. Philip, Mississippi 
river, $30,000. 

If the appropriation of $200,000 is to cover all 
cases of repair, why, then, the introduction into 
the bill of these items for repair of particular 
forts? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I must insist on the gen- 
tleman discussing the merits of his amendment. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. [am answering the gen- | 
tleman’s argument. The gentleman held that | 
there was no necessity for the amendment, be- | 
cause the repairs would be provided for under the 
$200,000 appropriation. If that be so, then we 
oughtto strike out all these specific appropriations 
for repairs that are in the bill now. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In all estimates for repairs 
of fortifications and other public works of a like 
character, it is customary, where the Department 
knows precisely what the repairs will cost, to 
make a specific appropriation. But where it is 
feared that estimates for repairs and improve- 
ments will not reach the Department in time, it 
is usual to put in the bill agross appropriation of 
the sort spoken of, to enable the Department to 
meet the cases which would otherwise be unpro- 
vided for. ‘ | 

Mr. WAKEMAN. I understand the gentle- 
man’s point. But in the case of Fort Ontario, | 
near Oswego, it has been said that there is a pre- 
cise estimate. The reply was, that it was covered 
by the $200,000 appropriation, and the amend- 
ment was voteddown. Weask $5,000 for Niaga- 
ra. The bill does not contain an appropriation 
for the defense of any partof the coast from Lake 
Champlain to Ohio; not a dollar. A million of 
dollars is appropriated for the defense of the States | 
north of Mason and Dixon’s line, while not more | 
than $250,000 is appropriated for the defense of | 
the States north of that line. All we ask is, that | 
$5,000 be appropriated for the preservation and 
repair of Fort Niagara. 1 submit to the 


Pinekney, Charleston harbor, 


£14,000 


come | 


| mittee, that New York ought to have some little | 


| But the gentleman says that we need nothave any 


| He knows perfectly well, that within the past 


| three months immense sums of money have been | 
Mr. CAMPBELL. As I remarked a moment || 


| of military stores and men to the coast on the lakes 


| would have to go to Ohio to defend her coast. 


| us; and we only ask for this $0,000 for the repair 
of Fort Niagara. 


respect paid to it, and especially when she has | 
the exposed frontier to which | have referred. 


fear from attack in case of war on that frontier. 


expended by a foreign Power in the transmission 


opposite to ourown. In case of war New York 


Mr. CAMPBELL. We do not ask that. 
Mr. WAKEMAN. Nothing has been done for 





Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman says that 
we have done nothing for New York. 
Mr. WAKEMAN. I said for the northern 


| frontier. 


| 
| 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman knows 
very well that it was but a few moments ago that 
I introduced, from the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, an appropriation of $150,000 to purchase 
lands on Staten Island. 


Mr. WAKEMAN. I confined my remarks to 


| the frontier, extending from Lake Champlain to 


the State of Ohio. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. We have not asked a 
dollar for Ohio. We do not intend to ask a dol- 
lar. New York will have enough to do to protect 
herself, without attempting to protect others. 
When we become supplicants for the favor of | 
New York in that regard, we will let them know. | 
I point the committee to the fact, that not a dollar | 
is asked for Ohio. 
is vociferous in its demands for a little money to | 
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help it to protect its frontiers. How much do 
they want? Only the small sum ef $5,000, to 
repair Fort Niagara. ' 


| have already stated to the committee that 
ample provision has been, or will be, made, if 
gentlemen will have a litte patience until we 
| 


reach that part of the bill, for repairs of fortifiea- 
tions demanded by the necessities of the country. 
Further than that the Committee 


Means h 


ive not feltthemselves constrained to ¢ 
Further 
urther 


than that lL will no 


t vo let the consequen- 
ces be what they may. 


I take the responsibility 
ot Saying that the re is no necessity for this specific 
appropriation which gentlemen are seeking, pro- 
been made in a general item for all 
necessary and re quired repairs. 

Mr. WAKEMAN, by 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 call for tellers on the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mes 
and UNDERWoop were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers 
ed—ay s 63, noes 62. 

The Chairman voted in the negative, and the 
amendment was rejected. 


vision having 


unanimous consent, 


rs. FLAGLER 


rey ort- 


The following clause being under consideration: 
For contingent ¢ xpenses of tortificatiogs not herein men 
tioned, the preservation of sites, the protection of tithes, and 


repairs of sudden damages to forts, $30,300- 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to amend 
the same, so as to make it read: 

For contingent expenses of fortifications not herein 
mentioned, including repairs and alterations of barracks, 
quarters, hospitals, store-rooms, wells, tences, sea-walls, 
and other similar repairs, the preservation of sites, the 
protection of titles, and repairs of sudden damages of forts, 
» 000, 


Mr. McCARTY. I would ask the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means what 
proportion, according to the principle of distri- 
bution contained in this bill, Lake Ontario would 
get? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have not the control of 
that branch of the public service, and therefore | 
cannot inform the gentleman. 


Mr. McCARTY. 


I suppose about five shil 


lings. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 suppose it will get its 
just share. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the 
laid aside to be reported to the House. 

Mr. STANTON. l desire, be fore that motion 
is put, to make anothér amendment. I move to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill. I want 
to have a test vote in this committee, as to 
whether they will sanction this kind of legislation 
or not. In the first place, | hold that all thes 
fortifications are unnecessary, and uncalled for; 
and that a nation that cannot protect itself with 
out wooden walls, and stone walls, cannot sue- 
cessfully defend itse If by the use of them. There 
are now other instrumentalities for defense, and 


bill be 


| means for the concentration of troops upon points 


On the contrary, New York |} 


liable to attack, which will enable the country to 
center its forces in three days upon any threat» 
ened point. 

Mr. MILLSON. [rise to a question of order— 
a great and important question decided in the last 
Congress, and which | want to see decided by 
the present Congress. I raise the point of order, 
that it is not competent for the Committee of the 
Whole to strike out the enacting clause of this 
bill, the committee having had the bill referred to 
it by the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
point of order. 

Mr. MILLSON. There was an appeal taken 
from the decision of the Chair during the lust 
Congress. I voted then to overrule the decision 
of the Chair in a memorable case. 1 submit the 
same question now; and, wishing to see if ther 


The Chair overrules the 


is consistency left, | appeal from the decision of 


the Chair. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to under- 
stand how the question stands. Is it a motion to 
strike out the enacting clause, or is it that the 
committee recommend the House to strike it out? 
Striking it out is defeating the bill; and the com- 
mittee have no right to defeat the bill. If itisa 
recommendation that the House strike it out, it 
is inorder. * 

The CHAIRMAN. All the action of the com- 


mittee is but a recommendation to the House. 


of Ways and 


7. 
4 
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Mr. MILLSON. I ask for tellers upon the 
appe al. 

Tellera were not ordered. 7h 

The question was taken, ** Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee?’’ and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. STANTON. I have never known any 

lace to be successfully defended by fortifications. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise toa ques- 
tion of order. I submit that the question is not 
debatable, because the motion does not propose 
an amendment. It is not its purpose to amend 
the bill. Debate is closed, and nothing 1s debata- 
ble but an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The 1/9th rule expressly 
declares that such a motion is not an amend- 
ment. ‘*A motion to strike out the enacung 
words ofa bill shall have prece de nee of a moton 
to amend, and if carried, shall be considered 
equivalent to its rejection.’’? ‘The Chair, there- 
fore, rules that the motion is not debatable. | 

Mr. STANTON. I then withdraw the mo- 
tion, and move to strike out all after the enacting | 
clause. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman desires 
to occupy the time of the House, he can move to 
amend the bill. , 

Mr. STANTON. Ido not desire to move an 
amendment which does not go to the whole bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair does not think 
the gentleman can submit any motion on which 
he can debate the whole bill. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 will move to strike out | 
all between line ten and line twenty-five. 

The CHAIRMAN. That portion of the bill 
has been passed. The Chair, to save time, would 
suggest to the gentleman from Ohio to move an 
amendment to the bill, if he desire to speak upon 
the bill. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I move a pfoviso, 
that no part of the money appropriated by the 
bill shall be expended prior to the Istof January, 
1858. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to know what has 
become of the motion to strike out the enacting 
clause? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
withdrawn. | 
Mr. PHELPS. 1 was not aware of the motion 
having been withdrawn, or I should have objected 

to its withdrawal. 


Mr. STANTON. 


he 


I have said all I desire to | 


~ sav about the general policy of appropriations of || 


money for fortifications. I now desire to say 

Mr. HORTON, of Ohio. My colleague has 
stated that there are new Instrumentalities which 
render fortifications unnecessary. I desire to ask 
him what they are ? 


Mr. STANTON. They are railroads. They || 


enable you to concentrate a large force on any 
given point within a very few days, and they 
thereby supersede the necessity of concentrating 
troops in forts, which would be otherwise required | 
to prevent the landing of an invadingarmy. That 
is all L have to say about that. But I have fur- | 
ther to say that, if any gentleman can explain to | 
me on what principle you are entitled to have for- | 
tifications at New York, and at Boston, and 
Mr. LETCHER, (interrupting.) I rise to a | 
question of order. The gentleman’s amendment | 
is, that this money shall not be expended before | 
January, 1858. Now, I want him held to that 
point. 
The CHAIRMAN, The Chair thinks that the 
gentleman from Ohio must confine himself to the | 
amendment. 
Mr. STANTON. I will try todo so. Differ- | 
ences may arise between this time and January, | 
1858, which would remove all the arguments I | 
am making. I am arguing on the present condi- 
tion of things, and that on the Ist of January, 
1858, this very state of things and this necessity | 
may exist. I am arguing that there is no present 
necessity for this expenditure, and I am giving 
the reasons why there is no present necessity | 
for it. 
I take it that the whole question of the merits 
or demerits of these fortifications is included 
within the question of the time for the expendi- | 
ture under this bill, and I trust that I may be | 
regarded in order. : 
Mr. Chairman, what I have said was, that, | 
without saying anything about sections, there is | 





That motion has been | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


! 


|| ten dollars appropriated South for one dollar that 


}is appropriated North. 
now 1s this— 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to another question 

of order. The first section of the bill specifies 

when this money is to be expended. 


The CHAIRMAN. 
| the amendment out upogthe point of order. 
is a good objection to th&mendment. 

Mr. STANTON. What I wish to inquire 
about is, what reason can be given—on what prin- 

| ciple is it claimed that fortifications shall be 
| erected for the defense of Boston, New York, and 
Savannah, and pone for Cleveland, Buffalo, and 
Detroit? Now,I take it for granted that ina 
| much as the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means could not keep his face straight when 
| he was talking about the annexation of Canada, 
| nobody has any idea that there is anything in that 
argument. Our history proves that the most ex- 
posed partofthe American frontier is the north- 
| ern frontier gn the Canada line. There all the 
| hard fighting has been done. And now we from 
| the Northwest are asked to make appropriations 
for the defense of Savannah, Florida, and all 
along shore, and still not a dollar, with the single 
exception of something for Lake Champlain, is 
| given for the two thousand miles of northern 
| frontier. Now, sir, inequality is injustice, and 
this bill is unjust because itis unequal. 
Mr. QUITMAN. Ifthe gentleman from Ohio 
wil] permit me, | will ask him whether it is not 
altogether probable that, in case of war with the 
Power whose possessions bound our northern 
| frontier, it would not be our policy to keep on 
| the lakes a stronger navy than that of Great Brit- 
| ain, and thus avoid the necessity of fortifications ? 
| Mr. STANTON. If that is the proposition 
| that is to be assumed, then the question is, Is the 
| factso? How many war vessels have you got 

onthe northern lakes? Not any. Was there 
ever a proposition to construct one for that point? 
Is there any reason why you can make them any 
faster now? None in the world, sir. Besides, 
sir, the northern frontier is one as much exposed 
to invasion by water as is the Atlantic frontier. 
That is a point throu&h which the whole of the 
land armies would enter into this country; that 
is where the rivers would be crossed; and that is 
the point from which an invading army would 
come. 

Mr. MILLSON. It is really lamentable, sir, 
that no question can engage the attention of this 
House in which, one way or the other, the sec- 
tional jealousies of gentlemen are not sure to be 
aroused. We cannot even dispose of the ques- 
tion of passing the usual bill for the fortifica- 
tions of the country, but that immediately some 
gentleman will scan the bill with remarkable care, 
for the purpose of ascertaining how much money 
| is intended to be spent north, and how much is 

intended to be spent south, of Mason and Dixon’s 
line. ‘The gentleman from Ohio who has just 
closed his address has made the remarkable state- 
ment, that this bill proposes to appropriate ten 
dollars for the South where but one dollar is in- 
tended to be appropriated for the North; and the 
zentleman from New York, who preceded him, 
iMr. Wakeman, | stated 





Mr. STANTON, (interrupting.) I hope the 
gentleman from Virginia does not desire to do me 
injustice about this. 
about that at all. 
of inequality arising out of this bill. 

Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman’s statement 
was, that this bill proposed to aod priate ten 


I said I waived any question 


dollars for the South for the one dollar that it pro- 
posed to appropriate for the North; and the gen- 
tleman from New York had previously stated 
that the bill ae to give upwards of one 
million of dollars to the south of Mason and 
Dixon’s line, and only about two or three hun- 
dred thousand dollars to the north. Now] state 
to both these gentlemen that they certainly can- 
not have examined this bill, or else they have 
come to their conclusions under some strange 
hallucination, for 1 find that the appropriations 
which can be strictly considered as intended for 
the benefit of the southern or slaveholding States, 


including even the amount appropriated for re- 
pairs, is but $783,000, while the appropriations 


intended for the benefit of the northern States 


The point I make here 


That por- || 
| tion of the bill has been passed, so that noamend- | 

ment in respect to time is applicable at this point. || 
The Chair cannot rule }| 


It | 


I did not desire to remark | 


Au 


|| amount to $890,000. There is, then, a} 


om gust 


2, 

arever en, 
proposed to be paid in this bill for oe 
of non-slaveholding States than is intended = 
maeneeeeeee for the benefit of slaveholding 

Mr. WAKEMAN, (interrupting.) Ww; 
gentleman allow me? I can only say, Mr. ( 
man, that the fact alleged by the gentle 
Virginia is, | think, a misapprehensio 
| will look over the bill, he will find, I a 
that over $1,000,000 is to be expend 
| South 

Mr. MILLSON._I have looked at the bij|__ 

Mr. WAKEMAN. I desire further to 
that 1 did not urge that as a ground why I shoulg 
vote against the bill. 1 am as perfectly willin. 
| to vote $1,000,000 for south of Masonand Dixon's 

line, as | am to vote for appropriations north of 
it. 

Mr. MILLSON. I have placed the $150,009 
for Fort Delaware with the northern approprig. 
tions, which, | presume, the gentleman dia not 

Mr. WAKEMAN. That would make opjy 
$150,000 difference. ; 

Mr. MILLSON. Thetransfer of that appro. 
priation from one side to the other would make 
$300,000 difference. But, as the gentleman from 
New York has said, what is such an argumey; « 
worth? That argument is worth nothing. Gep! 
tlemen themselves say they place no reliance on 
it, although they complain that no appropriations 
are made for the lake frontier. Now, sir, haya 
examined this bill, and | think it is a very judj. 
cious one. It is a very moderate bill. “Upon 
examination, I find that nearly all the appropria. 
tions are intended not merely to secure the Aj. 
| lantic cities from foreign invasion, but mainly to 
secure those points where the Government owns 
a very large amount of valuable property. The 
navy-yards at New York, at Philadelphia, at 
Norfolk, and at Pensacola, and at other points 
where a large amount of Government property 
is accumulated, are the points designed to be pros 
tected by this bill. 

Mr. Sranton’s amendment was not agreed to, 

Mr. STANTON. 1 now desire to make the 
motion which I withdrew some minutes ago, | 
move that the committee recommend that ihe en- 


I the 
hair. 
man from 
n. If he 
pprehend, 
ed for the 


8 
ty, 


| acting clause of the bil] be stricken out. 
| Mr. PHELPS demanded tellers upon the mo- 
tion. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Fionence 
and WakKkEMAN were appointed. 
The question was taken;and the tellers reported 
ayes seventy-eight, noes not counted. 
So the motion was agreed to. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio I move that the 


bill making appropriations for the legislative, exec- 
utive, and judicial expenses of the Government, 
| for the year ending June 30, 1857, be taken up 
| for consideration. 
| The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
|| taken up. 
|| Mr. CAMPBELL. I will say that this bil 
|| was unanimously agreed upon by the Committee 
| of Ways and Means. There is no appropriation 
|| in it, except for the purpose of carrying out ex- 
|| isting laws, and for the ordinary contingencies of 
|| these three different departments of the Govern- 
ment. I hope the committee will consider this 
| bill to-day, and that they will consent to remaia 
in session after four o’clock. 
The first reading of the bill was dispensed with. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the committee 
do uow rise, with a view to close debate on this 
| bill. ' 


The motion was agreed to. ; 

| So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
|| resumed the chair, Mr. Coss, of Georgia, repor'' 
|| that the Committee of the Whole on the state 0! 

the Union had, according to order, had the sta'e 

of the Union generally under consideration, ai 

particularly the Sorceasionl appropriauon bill, 
_and had directed him to report the same back, 
| with a recommendation that the enacting clause 
|| be stricken out; and, also, that the committee ha 
_had under consideration the legislative and eX° 
| cutive, and judicial appropriation bill, and had 
| come to no resolution hereon. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I call for the previous 
\| question on the fortification ajfpropriation bi!l 
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The previous question was seconded; and the 
-anestion was ordered to be put. 

\l . FLAC iLER. 1 move to lay the bill on the 

’ i on that motion | demand the yeas and 


, alia 


iys 


he yeas and nays were not ordered. 


The quesuon was taken on Mr. FLaGier’s | 


and it was disagreed to. 


oudnys 


So the House refused to lay the bill upon the | 


table. $ 

‘ir. CAMPBELL. [I demand the yeas and 
‘ys on the recommendation of the Committee 
the Whole that the enacting clause of the bill 
. stricken out. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided | 


n the negalive—yeas 60, nays 96; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Ball, Barbour, Henry Bennett, | 


Billinghurst, Biiss, Brenwon, Buffinton, Ezra Clark, Wil 

uuson R. W. Cobb, ¢ ‘ox, Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dunn, 
Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, 

jomas L. Harris, Holloway, George W. Jones, Kelsey, 
Knapp, Knox, Leiter, Leteher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Mar 
<jall, Matteson, MeCarty, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, 
Morgan, Mott, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Pike, Pur 
yianee, Rivers, Sapp, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Thoring 
ton. Trafton, Wade, 
Washburne, Welch,eWells, Wood, Woodruff, Daniel B. 
Wrght, and John V. Wrght—60. 

NAYs— Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Bell, Hendley S. Ben 
nett, Benson, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Brooks, Broom, 
Burnett, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Lewis dD. 
Campbell, 


Ellwtt, Eustis, Evans, 
Fuller. Goode, Greenwood, Robert B. Hall, 
Haven, Herbert, Hickman, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine 


8. Horton, Houston, Lughston, Kennett, Kidwell, King, | 


Knowlton, Kunkel, Lake, Maxwell, Millson, Moore, Mor 
|, Nichols, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, 
Phelps, Porter, Powell, Pringie. Puryear, Quitman, Ready, 


Waibridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C, | 


Caruthers, Chaffee, Clawson, Howell Cobb, || 
Colfax. Comins, Crawford, Cullen, Diek, Dowdell, Durfee, | 
Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. | 
Harrison, | 


Richie, Robbins, Roberts, Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, | 


Savage. Shorter, William Smith, Stranahan, ‘Tappan, ‘Tay 
rhurston, 
ik. Wakeman, Walker, Warner, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
srael Washburn, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Wood 
worth, and Zollicoffer—96. 


So the House refused to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill. 
Pending the above call, 


Mr. SIMMONS said he had paired off with Mr 


Todd, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, 


a : | 
Foster, who was indisposed, for the remainder | 


of the day. 
Mr. HICKMAN said he had been requested 
to state that his colleague, Mr. Epie, had been 


mpelled to leave the Hall on account of sudden | 


INGISPOSILION, 


Mr. EDWARDS said he had paired off for the | 


rest of the day with Mr. McMotuin. 


Mr. DUNN said: My colleague, Mr. Scort, | 


being unwell, has beenadvised by his physicians 
to leave the city for a while, and has paired off 


with Mr. Craige on all questions except railroad | 


quesuons, until the 12th instant. 


Mr. GALLOWAY stated that he had paired | 


off with Mr. Eneuisu for the remainder of the 
day. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Is the previous question 
exhausted on the bill? In 1854, on the only pre- 
vious occasion when a bill has been reported 
with a recommendation that the enacting clause 
be stricken out, it was decided by the Speaker 
that the previous question was exhausted when 


the vote was taken on that proposition. A sub- 


sutute was subsequently offered to that bill, the | 


Kansas-Nebraska bill. My purpose is, if the 


previous question is exhausted, to move a substi- | 
tute for the bill embracing those amendments | 


which were reported from the Committee of 
W ays and Means, and adopted by the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


The SPEAKER. The question submitted by | 
the Committee of the Whole to the House is a | 
nal question, equivalent to a rejection of the bill; | 


and in the opinion of the Chair, wher, that ques- 
ton is taken, the previous question is exhausted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I offer, then, a substitute 
for the bill, and on it call for the ene ques- 


uon. lt embraces the amendments 
to. 


Mr. BENSON. 


fortification at the mouth of the Kennebec river, 
Which was adopted by the Committee of the 
Whole after full debate, and on a division. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have no objection to 
allowing a Separate vote on the gentleman’s 


amendment, but | think it ought not to be in- | 


serted inthe bill. It is, perhaps, due to the Com- 


have referred | 


I ask the gentleman to em- | 
race the amendment for the improvement of the 


|| in the character of debate. 
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mittee of the Whole, that there shou!d he a vote 
on the amendment in the House. 1 yield to the 
gentleman to will 
promise to renew the call for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. BENSON. I move, then, the same amend- 
ment forthe fortification at the mouth of the 
Kennebec river which was adopted by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 
The amendment of the gentleman from Ohio and 
the amendment of the gentleman from Maine 
| involve appropriations of money, and are there- 

fore not in order, uniess first considered inthe 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The SPEAKER. The question of order is 


well taken, and the amendments are out of order 


move his QNmendment if he 


The question is now on ordering the bill, as it 


'came from the Committee of the Whole, to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The amendments are all 
cut off, and the bill before us is exactly the 
original bill as first reported from the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
quesuion. 

Mr. BENSON. Does the Chair decide my 
amendment to be out of order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided the 
gentleman’s amendment, and the substitute of 
the gentleman from Ohio, to be out of order, inas- 
much as they involve appropriations, and must 
have their first consideration in the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BENSON. 1 move, then, that the bill be 
re-referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then the gentleman will 
violate his pledge; he promised to renew the call 
for the previous question. 

Mr. BENSON’ My pledge was made upona 
promise that I should have an opportunity to 
offer my amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman had an 
opportunity to offer his amendment, and it has 
been ruled out of order. 

Mr. BENSON. I will violate no pledge, but I 
consider that L have not been played fair with in 
regard to the amendment. I insist upon it that, 
the House having considered this bill in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, it is but fair and right that 
the House itself should have an opportunity of 
acting on the amendment there adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS. | desire to say a word in reply 
to the imputations cast by the gentleman from 
Maine—— 

Mr. CAMPBELL, (interrupting.) The gen- 
tleman from Maine has withdrawn the demand 
for the previous question, and yielded me the 
floor. 1 desire to say, in reply to his imputation, 
that | have not been guilty of unfairness in this 
matter. 

Mr. BENSON. 
tion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to say that the 
question of order was not raised by me. | opened 
the door for the introduction of the amendment, 
and should have been very happy to have had a 
| vote taken upon it; but the question of order 
having been raised, and the Speaker having de- 
cided very properly that my substitute was not 
in order, | can do nothing more for the gentle- 
man from Maine, and he ought not to have cast 
| upon me that imputation. 

Mr. BENSON. Will the gentleman allow me 
a word? It was not on the gentleman from Ohio 
that I made an imputation. I simply made a 
remark, in the hearing of the House, that it was 
but faivy, inasmuch as the amendment had been 
adopted in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of hee Union, that the House should have an op- 
portunity of acting upon it. 


I call for the previous 


I did not make that imputa- 


to the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The difficulty originates 
in the fact that the Com—— 

Mr. QUITMAN, (interrupting. ) 
question of order. I object to these explanations 
I was refused the 
| privilege of making an explanation this morning, 
'| and, therefore, | object to explanations. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on order- 
| ing the bill to be engrossed and read a third time; 


I did not impute | 
any wrong tothe gentleman, but I made an appeal | 


I rise to a | 
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and on that question, which is debatable, the 
eman from Ohio has the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 have no further ex- 
planation I desired to say that the dif- 
ficulty originates in the fact, that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union struck 
out the enacting clause, and | am now driven to 
the necessity—in order to save the bill—of de- 
manding the previous question, which I do. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to a 
question of order. I wish to know of the Chair, 
in the first place, what the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio precisely is? 

The SPEAKER. The amendment is with- 
drawn The question is on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Then I make a point of 
order. The original bill was in committee, and 
was amended on the motion of my colleague, 
[Mr. Benson.] » When that amendment was 
adopted in committee, it became as much a partof 
the bill as any other of its clauses; and when the 
enacting clause was stricken out, it applied to all 
the original bill, and to the amendments. Now, 
the House not having concurred with the com- 
mittee, the question will be, first, on the amend- 
ment voted by the committee, and which has be- 
come as much a part of the bill as any other part 
ot it. 

The SPEAKER. No amendment has been 
reported to the House. The only report made 
is, that the enacting clause be stricken out, and 
that recommendation the House has negatived. 

Mr. MATTESON. I move to lay the whole 
subj ct on the table? 

Mr. BENSON. If that motion be withdrawn, 
will it not be in order for the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move, as an 
amendment for the bill, that bill perfected in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The rule of the House is, 
that no amendment or bill shall be considered 
that makes an appropriation of mon VY» unless 
they have been first considered in the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MATTESON. I call for the yeas and 
nays on my motion. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negetive—yeas 66, nays 92; as follows: 


to make. 


Y PAS—Messrs. Albright, Ball, Barbour, Henry Bennett, 
Billingburst, Bliss, Brenton, Buffinton, Ezra Clark, Wil- 
hamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Cragin, Cumback, Damretll, 
Dean, Dodd, Dunn, Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, Giibert, 
Granger, Grow, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Holloway, 

| George W. Jones, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knox, Leiter, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Killian 
Miller, Smith Miller, Morgan, Mott, Norton, Orr, Pen 
nington, Perry, Phelps, Pike, Pringle, Purvianee, Sapp, 
Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs 
ton, Trafton, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Elliibu B. Washburne, Weich, Wells, Wil 
liams, Wood, and Woodrutl—66. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Bell, Hendley 8. Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bocock, Bowie, Bradshaw, Branch, Brooks, 
Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaflee, Claw 
son, Howell Cobb, Coliax, Comins, Covode, Craw/ord, 
Cuilen, Davidson, Denver, Dick, Dowdell, Durfee, Elliott, 
Fustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, 
Goode, Greenwood, Robert B. Hatl, Herbert, Hickman, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Ket 
nett, Knowlton, Kunkel, Lake, Leteher, Alexander K. 
Marshall, Maxwell, Millson, Moore, Morrill, Nichols 
Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pettit, Porter, Puryear, Quitmar 
RKeade, Ready, Ritchie, Rivers, Roberts, Ruffin, Ruet, Sabir 
Sandidge, Savage, Shorter, William Smith, Stranahan 
Taylor, Todd, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, 
Wakeman, Walker, Warner, Israel Washburn, Whitney, 
Winslow, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, Jolin V. Wright, 
and Zolthecoffer—92. 


’ 
’ 
’ 
, 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
table. 


Mr. MACE gave notice that he would on 
Tuesday next try to bring up the post route bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
read the third time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 
|| The previous question was st conded, and the 
| main question ordered; and under the operatien 
'| thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the 
| vote by which the bill was passed, and also 


it 
| 


se NR 
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moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table: which latter motion was agreed to. 


——EEE 
cece OT 7 
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THE CONGRESSIONA 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


APPROPRIATION BI. L—CLOSE OF DEBATE. |j duced bills of the following titles; which were 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 move the usual resolu- 
tion to terminate debate on House bill No. 202 in 
five minutes after the House shall again resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
I understand that gentlemen are 
desirous of having an evening session; and at the 
proper hour I wall endeavor to make provision for 
it by asking to take up some bill on which debate 
has not been terminated, this evening. 

‘Lhe question was put; and the resolution was 
ad to, 

Vr. CAMPBELL. I now move that the rules 

be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 

into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 

the Union, with a view to consider House bill No. 


ony 
wee 


SUPPRESSION 


of the Union: 


avi 


OF INDIAN 
CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. DENVER. 
Ohio to leta bill of the Senate (No. 397) be taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
object, | will not. 
to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. DENVER. Then I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take from the Speaker’s 
table Senate bill No. 397, explanatory of so much 
ofan act passed August 4, 1854, making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Army for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1555, as refers to the payment of the 


HOSTILITIES IN 


If no other gentleman 
It is not necessary, however, || 


expenses incurred by the State of California in 


the suppression of Indian hostilities in said State. 

Mr. ORR. Ido not liketo object, if, when the 
committee reports back that bill, we will have an 
opportunity of investigating it, and if the bill be 
not put on its passage under the previous ques- 
tion; | have no objection to its going to the com- 
mittee; but | am afraid that when the comniittee 
return these bills they will have them put right 
through. 

Mr. DENVER. 
thing of the kind. 

Mr. ORR. Then I make no objection. 

There being no objection, the bill (8S. No. 397) 


| consent of the 
| Speaker’s table. 


| severally read a first and second time, and referred 


to the Committee on Private Land Claims: 
A bill for the relief of the parish of Ascension, 


in the State of Louisiana; and . 


A bill to revive an act entitled **An act for the 


L GLOBE. _ 


Mr. TAYLOR, by unanimous consent, intro- 


relief of the heirs and legal repre sentatives of | 


William Conway, deceased.”’ 
SAN FRANCISCO VIGILANCE COMMITTEE. 
Mr. HERBERT. Iask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to introduce the following joint 
resolution: 


Whereas, we have seen with profound regret the law- | 


less proceedings of the Vigilance Committee of San Fran- 
cisco, California, and in order to give that protection to the 
laws of said State under the Constitution of the United 
States which we deem it our duty todo: Therefore 

Be it resolved hy the Senate and House 
ofthe United States in Con 
mander of the Pacific divi 


eress assembl 


; upon the requi- 
sition of the Executive of the State of California, such 
arms, ordnance, and ammunition therefor, as the Execu- 


if Representatives | 
?, That the com- | 
ion of the United States Army | 

|| is hereby authorized and directed to issu 
I ask the gentleman from }| 


tive of said State may deem necessary in preserving sub- | 


ordination to the laws of said State. 
vind be it further resolved, That in ca 


se 


it should be | 


deemed necessary, in the opinion ofsaid Executive of Cal- | 


| ifornia, to call to his assistance, in preserving subordination 


to the laws of said State, the naval forces belonging to the 


obey promptly the order of said Executive of California. 
Mr. LETCHER, and others, objected. 
Mr. PENNINGTON. I ask the unanimous 
House to take a bill from the 


Mr. LETCHER. I object to everything out 


'! of order. 


| consent of the Ilouse to offer the following reso- | 
| lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be || 
expediency of accepting the | 


I have no desire to do any- 


was taken from the Speaker’s table, read twice, | 


and referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 
WASHINGTON ARMORY. 

Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. I ask 
unanimous consent of the House to take from the 
Speaker’s table Senate bill (No. 252) to repeal so 
much of the act, approved March 3, 1855, as pro- 
vides for the erection of an armory in the city of 
Washington, that it may be referred. 


the | 


There being no objection, the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, read twice, and referred | 


to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
COPY-RIGHT BILL. 
Mr. CADWALADER asked and obtained the 


| instructed to inquire 
| tender, by the State of Tei 


| Hermitage,”’ 


DONATION OF THE HERMITAGE. 
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER asked the unanimous 


into the 


nessee, of five hundred acres of 


the late residence of Andrew Jackson, de 





ased, including | 


the mansion, tomb, and other improvements known as * the | 


upon co on that it be used as a site fora 
branch of the Military Academy of the United States. 


Mr. PENNINGTON, and others, objected. 
APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Camp- 


BELL’s motion; and it was agreed to. 
The House accordinely resolved itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union, (Mr. Haven in the chair,) and resumed | 
the consideration of the legislative, executive, and | 


judicial appropriation bill, upon which the gen- 
eral debate was ordered to be closed in 
minutes. 

Mr. HERBERT. 


pose in seeking the floor at this time has been to 


|| notice briefly the efforts which have been recently 


unanimous consent of the House to have taken | 


from the Speaker’s table, read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, Senate bill (No. 
239) explanatory of an act entitled ** An act to 


ameud the several acts respecting copy-rights,”’ 


approved February 3, 183i. 
DELAWARE BREAKWATER. 
Mr. C. also asked and obtained the like consent 
to have taken from the Speaker’s table, read twice, 


improvement of the Delaware breakwater. 


WASHINGTON MUTUAL BUILDING ASSOCIA- | 


TION. 


Mr. CUMBACK asked and obtained the like | 


consent to have taken from the Speaker’s table, || 


read twice, and referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, Senate bill (No. 385) to 


incorporate the Washington Mutual Building | 


Association. 


COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION OF THE 
LAKES. 

Mr. WADE, by unanimous consent, made a 
report from the Committee on Commerce, on the 
commerce and navigation of the lakes; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


} 


| 


| made by a portion of the press to vilify, slander, 

' Now, sir, so far as | 
I am individually concerned, | feel a sublime in- || 
difference as to these dastardly attacks; and were || 
it not in my own estimation an incumbent duty 

| on me to make this explanation, | should not en- 

| noble these vilifiers by this notice, made neces- | 

| sary only by a sense of duty to this honorable 


and traduce my character. 


body. 
But, let us see who these traducers are. As for 


the Pacific portion of them who have thus abused | 
me, I need only say that in every solitary in- | 
> . . " . j : Sav 2 Sse Ses ave ep ‘ > 
and referred to the Committee on ¢ /ommerce, Sen- || ey er these abuses have emanated 


nate bill (No. 94) making an sereeestves for the || 


from the Abolition press of California; and even 


in that isolated case, as is the case in every Ab- || 


five | 


Mr. Chairman, my pur- | 


olition paper throughout the State, the cloven foot | 


chiefs of which would have striven, had they 
lived when the Redeemer walked the earth, in 


| my opinion, to have underbid Judas Iscariot in 


the sale of his Divine Master. 


To say that I feel complimented by the lying | 


abuse of such double traitors to the laws and 
Constitution, is no vain or idle boast in me; for, 


by the gross misrepresentations of a set of cow- 
ardly scoundrels, who are using every means in 


| their power to swindle their creditors at home; 


and when justice overtakes them, as it must ere 


| of that fiendish mob styling themselves the Vigi- | 
lance Committee, is plainly discernible, and the || 


sir, | glory in their hatred, and feel proud of | 
| their enmity. My character cannot be mildewed 


|| Pages 4, 5, and 6, strike out 


August 2, 


long, then a disclosure of commercial rottennos. 
will be made that will blanch the cheek of ia 
an honest and confiding merchant in the a 
States: but unfortunately forthese swindle 
store-houses are now built in such a manner ; 

to render them perfectly impervious to their ola 
friend, fire, through whose kind interference 
they have been enabled so often to close 
their account, and send a clean balance-sheet of 
‘burned out;’? but they are now driven to that 
last and most desperate remedy of bad men. 
treason to the Constitution and country, to eo, P 
their tracks and settle their accounts once more 
But enough of them, sir. 

1 will now, Mr. Chairman, call your attentio, 
and that of the House to that portion of the 
press, on this side of the continent, who havo 
likewise endeavored to traduce my charactor 
To commence with, there is the New You 
Tribune, upon which comment is unnecessary. 
for no honest man wants a better passport into 
good society than abuse from this negro-wor. 
shiping .4lbino. Next we have the New York 
Times, and many other samples of this cold. 
blooded, long-fetlocked breed of animals. Py: 
last, last, last, and least of all upqn the calendar of 
these base vilifiers, is the Evening Star of Wash. 
ington, whose pandering braggart editor is t}y 


East ri) 
rs, their 


up 


o the || same who but a short time ago was sparring with 
United States, then the commander or commanders of said | j 


| forces be, and they are hereby, required and directed to 


the black-mail man of the New York Times. 
each accusing the other of the basest act of 
villany; and, sir, they thus continued up to the 
period of the unfortunate cause of my late trial 
and aquittal, since which time, sir, they have been 
| running cheek by jowl, libeling me with the same 
| vehemence with which the hungry wolf pursues 
its prey. This, sir, is the character of the men 
| who have endeavored to persecute me like a felon, 
jand sought to hunt me down like a wild beast. 

Now, sir, were these creatures summoned to- 
gether blindfolded, and a man placed in front to 

| Shoot the most consummate villain of the party, 
I venture to say that there is not a man among 
them that would be found standing after the crack 
of the gun; for, as the old adage runs, “a guilty 
conscience needs no accuser.’ 

Mr. Chairman, words are inadequate to express 
my contempt of such men, and in the language 
| of another, ** There should be placed in the hands 
of every honest man a whip, to lash such rascals 
naked through the world.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, } shall take occasion at som: 
future time to allude to the gross misrepresenta- 
tions which have been made in my absence from 
my seat, upon a bill I had the honor to introduc: 
in this House, viz: a * bill to expedite the issu- 
ing of patents to confirmed lands in California.” 
The manner in which this bill has been defeated 
during my absence, I hardly think, when prop- 
erly understood, will meet the sanction or appro- 
val of any gentleman who holds in high estima- 
tion an independent or exalted course of conduct. 
But more of this hereafter. ‘* Questions of mo- 
ment require deliberate answer,’’ and my tme 
has expired. 

The bill was then read by clauses for amend- 
ment. 

Mr.GROW. Doesthe paragraph * Forcom- 
pensation and mileage of members of the House 

_of Representatives and Delegates from Territo- 
ries, $365,048,’ include the pay of the members 
| of the Legislative Assembly of Kansas? 

Mr. PHELPS. It includes exactly what it 
says it does. ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It does not in- 
clude the pay of those members of the Legisla- 

tive Assembly. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I am instructed by the 
| Committee of Ways and Means to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


In the paragraph for salaries for officers of the House of 
| Representatives, insert as follows : : 
Clerk to the Committee of Ways and Means, $1,500. 
And increase the appropriation from $77,646 to $79,446. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I am instructed by the 


|| Committee of Ways and Means to offer the 


following amendment: 


Strike out from line eighty-four to line one hundred and 
fourteen, and insert as follows : * 
lines eighty-four to one hun- 
| dred and fourteen, inclusive, and insert as follows : 
\| For binding documents, $125,000. 
For furniture, repairs, and boxes for books, $15,000. 
For stationery, $15,000. 














1856. 


oe  ——— 


a 


bap horses, carriages, and saddle horses, $5 000. 
' nl. and candles, $2,500. 
wipers, S12, 000, 


g, electrotyping, and lithographing, $125,000. 


[ 


Sor éngravit 


£,$ 
r ( yvrol pohee, 25.490. 

Por miscellaneous items, $250,000. 

For pages and mail boys, $8,400. 


« documents, including pay of folders, folding 
mine, and paste, 3 10.000, 
nwventy-four copies of the Congressional Globe and 
ndix foreach member and Delegate of the first session 
Phir tv-Fourth Congress, $34,704. 
binding twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe 
Anp ix for each member and Delegate of the first 
7 Thirty-Fourth Congress, $16,757 92. 
twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe and 
yeach member and Delegate of the second ses- 
Phirty-Pourth Congress, $17,352. 
For binding twenty-four c opie s of the Congressional Globe 
Anne af x for each member and Delegate of the second 
: i of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, $8,676. 
~ Porreporting and publishing the proceedings of the House 
sentatives, $15,620, in addition to the unexpended 
appropriation contained in act approved loth 
Atay, 1856, for the same purpose, prior to the Ist July, 1856. 
* For clerks on land maps, clerks to committees, and tem 
‘ y clerks in the office of the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, $28,460, 
For one hundred copies of the Congressional Globe and 
,and for binding the same, for the 


Anpendinx f 


ance of the 


4 ppendix firstand second 
eo<sions of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, for the House Li- 
ury, $4,000 


For turniture for committee-rooms in the south wing of 
e extension of the Capitol, $10,000. 


. CAME Rts I will state to the Com- 
it these changes in the bill originally 
reported | by the Committee of Ways and Means 
h ae been rendered necessary by the amended 
estimate of the Clerk of the House, which gen- 
en will find in document 133. The highest 
item has been oceasioned by the resolution to 
furnish new members with books, adopted in the 
House of Representatives, July 7, 1856. 
HOUSTON. How much is added by 
Mr. CAMPBELL. One hundred and eighty 
nal dollars is the amount that has been 
aided to the original bill by reason of that which 
isconmonly known as the book resolution. 
a” re | OBB, of Alabama. 
Mr. Cc AMPBELL. 


1 do say so; if the gen- 


tlman cannot hear me, let him draw nearer. 
Laughter.] That is the hi chest item. The gen- 


in will find that these items are all author- 
dby law; and the-Committee of Ways and 
Means unanimously agreed to report the amend- 


Mr. 5 SMITH, of Virginia. I cannot feel that it 
is right or proper, or in any way to be defended, 
to appropriate $250, 000 in solido, under the he ad 
llaneous.’’ I want the items of the 
ipropriation specifically, as itis the duty of the 


( misc 


Committee of Ways and Means to furnish them. 
It is r duty to specify the items, and I think 
that duty ou; oht to be performed. ‘This head of 
** miscellaneous,’? for $250,000, is a vast cover. 
I call for the items; I desire to have them put 


down in the bil. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. If the gentleman from Vir- 
ia will allow me, I will refer him—as I have 
already done—to the printed document (No. 133) 
was laid upon his desk some weeks since. 
iie will find all the items there. 
Mr. SMITH. Allow me to say to the gentle- 
i from Ohio, that this is not the proper form in 
Wlieh to putit. I want to see the specifications 
o! Uils appropriation. We know perfe ctly well 
that, Where a miscellaneous head is adopted 4 58 
icaves the largest discretion to the executive offi- 
[ want the specific items. I want to keep 
m the executive officer as much discretion as 


ELL. 


{ 


Mr. ( CAMPBE 
Ww me to explain, I will say that, among other 
ms, there is one of 
Speeches, a fair proportion of which were made 
by the gentleman himself. 

Mr. SMITH. 
memory, if he is not aware that I have 
Very litth—not so much as | might have desired. 
I have made but one single speech, as a speech, 


} 
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» Kan- 


Sas bill. 


Why do you not | 


$31, 000 ‘for reporting | 


That gentleman has but poor 
spoken | 


this entire session; but the gentleman has spoken | 
on every occasion, and has, I say, forgotten his || 


duty to this House, by thrusting the negro ques- 
tion into almost every subject that came up for 
diss "ussion, 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I call on the gentlem 


form me — I have thrust this question 
the House. Specify when? 


Mr. SMITH. 


t 


on 


man 


If the gentleman will al- || 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, that was leziti- 
mately before the body; and whenever itis | 
mate ly before the body L will disea 

Mr. SMITH. Itisa question whether it was 
legitimately before the body; and | am only sur- 
prised that the gentleman from Ohio could assume 
that it was. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I rise to a question of 
order. Neither the gentleman from Ohio nor the 
gentleman from Virginia is discussing the ques- 
tion immediately before the Hous ‘ I feel it to 
be due to myself, to the House, and to the ec 
trv, at this late hour of the sess 
these centlemen to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ef opinion 


; | 
that the pomt of order is well taken. 


uss It. 


un- 
mm, to call both 


Mr. ORR. Is it in order to move an amend- 
ment to the amendment? 
The CHAIRMAN. It is in ord r. 


Mr. ORR. I propose to otfer two amendment 
The first is, to red this item for miscellane 
matters from $250,000 down to $200,000. I un- 
derstand, from the chairman of the Committes of 
Ways and Means, that this item of $2 50.000 is 
ages up largely of the to pay for 
the books under t the book resolution—S$1280,000; 
and I see that $20,000 additional is accounted for 
as for per diem and mileage of candidates for 
seats in the House during the present 
Congress, making $200,000. Now, sir, | make 
this proposition to amend with a view of ascer- 
taining from the gentleman from Ohio how 
the ut this addition: i $50, 000 is made up? 

‘Mr. CAMPBELL. If the gentleman will refer 
to document No. 133-—— 

Mr.ORR. Thatisthe document which I hold 
ur my hand. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
that the increase in the tenth item is 
necessary to pay outsté inding bills, 
thousand dollars is estimated as the 
quired to pay the per diem and mileage 
ants for seats in the 
Congress. ‘There 
similar character. 

Mr. ORR. I have that information before me. 

understand, from the gentleman from Ohio, that 

suas OOU is ne cessary to pay for books voted t 
me ‘mbers, and $20,000 for mileage and per diem 
of contestants for seats. Thatis $200,000. Now 
I desire the items for the remaining $50,000. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will state to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina that the original esti- 
mates of the Clerk were presented at the com- 
mencement of the sion—very soon after the 
organization of the House. Since that time he 
has presented these amended estimates, which 
were made necessary in consequence of items 
which were not provided for in those estimates. 

Mr. ORR. Will the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means inform me what is 
the number of the document which gives the 
details of these estimates ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The items of the contin- 
gent fund are set forth in the estimates in detail, 
with the exception of $50,000, the details of which 
are not set forth as usual in estimating for the 
contingent fund. 


Mr. ORR. 


uce ous 


sum hecessary 


ion of 


sess 


itis 


You will perceive there 
re nade re d 
‘Twenty 
amount re- 
of cont st- 


pre sent 


House during th 


are various other items of a 


sess 


I do not object to this appropriation 
if it is needed; but I think the items should have 
been set forth. I think $250,000 is too 
sum to be placed at the discretion of the ¢ 
Mr. CAMPBELL. It has been the uniform 
ractice of the House, as the gentleman very well 
nows, to make this appropriation of $50,000 
for the contingent expenses of the House. 


large a 
‘lerk. 


Mr. ORR. Such an appropriation is usually 
| made, but I. think not to the extent of $250,000. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. But there was a large 


shall take occasion to do it. || 


deficiency provided for in the deficiency bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from Ohio if this item under the head 
of ** miscellaneous ’’ provides for the purchase 
of books? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It does. 

Mr. JONES. How much is required to carry 
out the resolution on that subject? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. One hundred and eighty 
thousand dollars. 

Mr. JONES. I think, if the gentleman will 
look to the appropriation for the purchase of 
books made in the Twenty-Kighth é 


SIONAL GLOBE. 


~ I Th The ‘andl man did it the other d ay on the 


‘ongress, he | 
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will find that the item is placed by itself in the 
appropriation bill, spec ify ing for what purpose it 
was intended I think that is the 
to | , and I will move to reduce this appro- 
priation $180,000, and insert: 
Vor the purchase of books voted fi 
the new members of this House, 
It will then conform to the 
legislation upon this subject. 


proper c 


ursue 
or distribution among 
£1 80.000, 


uniform practice of 


Mr. CAMPBELL. [ will say this in refer- 
ence to this amendment: it has been agreed upon 
after full examination of the estimates in the 


Committee of Ways and M 
mittee of the Whole 


the Com- 
see fitto amend it by setting 


ins. If 


out in detail all the estimates presen ited by the 
Clerk, i have no objection. The items in detail 
have been given in the estimates which form a 
public document, and go before the country as a 
jMHatt r of course. _ 

Mr. NICHOLS. Asl understand it, there are 
$20,000 included in this item for paying the per 
diem and mileage of contestants. | would suggest 
that this be taken out, and made an item by itself; 
then let the $180,000 for the books be made an 


itse] 


item by f; and the bal ey 
an item by itself, under the 


neous, 

Mr. HOUSTON. It has been usual for an 
appropriation to be included in the miscellaneous 
items for the purpose of paying the expenses 
incident to these tions. l 
think that appropriation has been separated into 
an item by itself. I think the 
Ohio is under a mistake to some extent, when 
he states that the amount of miscellaneous 
item has generally been as high as $50,000. ‘That 
item has usually been about $20,000. It 
have been as high sometimes as 630,000 
notremember that it has. But the Committ: 
Ways and Means have, for the la 
always required the Clerk of the 


( $50, 000) be made 
ead of ** miscella- 


contested elec do not 


rentleman from 
this 


may 
Ido 


st four years, 


Hous 


to Five 


the items that were to make up that $20,000, o1 
$30 000. We did not insert them in the bill, for 
the reason that they were of such a nature that 
they could not well be inserted in the bill; but I 
remember distinetly that they have always r 
quired the Clerk to furnish them to the committe: 

The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to strike 


out ** $250,000,’ and *¢ 635,000,’’ so that 
the Soper will be $35,000, what it was ori 
ginally. Mr. Chairman, an unsophistic uted man 
would naturally inquire why it is necessary to 
appropriate so large a sum as $35,000 under the 
head of miscellaneous. Here we ar 
for our own expenditures, and yet whe 
dertake to specify the appropriation w 
sum of $250,000. Why is it neces 
so largeasumas that? If it is necess ive 
$180,000 for why n $180, O00 ’ r 
If it is necessary to have an additional 
sum for contested seats, we know what that sum 
must be; and why not specify it? Why should 
we not let the country Know the character of the 
expenditures that we authorize? 1 understand 
the gentleman from Alabama to say that ** mi 
laneous items’’ is the head under which the ex 
penditures for contested seats are to be found? 
Is not this amount suffieient to cover it? I p: 
sume there is no doubt of it. I move that tli 
miscellaneous items be cut down to $35,000, | 
cause | am satisfied that that is an ample sum 
If further appropriation is necessary for other 
objects, let it be made; but let the object bi spt 
cified. As tothe re port re ferred to by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, the country sees it not. They 
can have no knowledge of these particular items, 
as they ought to have—none whatever. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I am opposed to 
the amendment. I have an amendment which | 
think will satisfy gentlemen, and do justice to th: 
Committee of Ways and Means, and to this 
committee. I give notice that I shall offer it at 
the proper time. It is as follows: 

For the purchase of books for distribution among the new 
members of this House, #180,000. 

For pay and mileage of contestants of seats in States and 
Territories, $20,000. 

For miscellaneous items, $25,000. 

I think that it has been customary to make an 
appropriation, under the head of ‘‘miscellaneous, 
to be applied to various purposes. The $180,000 
for the purchase of books, and the $20,000 for 


insert 


providing 


n we ul- 


ary to | ive 
arytotl 
books, it say 


books? 
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vay of contestants—and there have been a 
oni many contested-election cases in this Con- 
se. and the appropriation consequent thereon 

Is son what: xt aordinary—will cover those two 
items; and $25,000, it seems to me, is sufficient 
to cover the miscellaneous items which could not 


be in the eye of the Committee of Ways and 


Means, 80 as to set them out spe cifically. These 


expenses, at this session of Congress, have been | 


extraordinary. I am not willing that the miscel- 
laneous item shall be stricken from the bill. 1 


think my amendment will satisfy gentlemen on | 


both sides. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment; and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. It is now four o’clock 
of the afternoon, and as gentlemen desire an 
evening session, | move that we take a recess 
untit seven o’clock, p.m. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the ventleman will 
withdraw his motion until we get through with 
the particular appropriation now before us. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 1 will say to the gentle- 
man that thatis one of the reasons for my motion, 
I want time to look into the matter. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
it is based has been printed for weeks, and it 1s 
the gentleman’s own fault if he does not know 
everything in relation to the amendment. 

Mr. GROW. Let us understand the matter. 
Are we to do business to-night, or are we to 
meet for discussion on general topics? If the 
latter, then we ought to take up another bill on 
which debate has not been terminated. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that this 
bill be laid aside informally, and that the Com- 


] 
i 
mittee proceed to the consideration of the Navy 


ropriauion bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 
‘The question was then taken on Mr. H. Mar- 


oP) 


SHALL’s motion, and it was agreed to; and the | 
committee accordingly (at four o’clock) took a | 


recess until seven o’clock, p. m, 


EVENING SESSION, 


The document on which | 


The committee resumed its session at seven || 
o’clock, (Me. Haven in the chair,) the Navy || 


appropriation bill being nominally under consid- 
eration. 


- a ere 


August 4, 


that after the repeal of the Missouri restriction || On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 


had opened Kansas and Nebraska as fields of | 
contest for angry passions and interests, the Pres- 
ident had overstepped official duty, became a | 
partizan of the extension of slavery, and lent the 
influence of his administration, either by active 
interference and direct influence, or, where that 
interest was served better by abstaining, when 
bound by duty, from acting to maintain law and 
order in the Territories, 

Mr. RUFFIN addressed the committee on the 
presidential question, 

The speeches of the above named gentlemen are 
withheld for revision, and will be published in the 
Appendix. 

Mr. BROOM took the floor. 

Several members then obtained permission of 


the Committee to publish their speeches in case || 
they should be deprived of an opportunity of | 
delivering them by acessation of the evening ses- | 


‘sions for general debate. | 
Mr. BROOM. I will take occasion to say that | 
my purpose is to address the Committee on the 
state of the Union—a matter, taken in its legiti- | 
mate sense, requiring emphatically the considera- | 
tion of the American people. I will not ask per- 
mission to publish my remarks, in case no oppor- 
tunity shall be afforded me to make them here, 
but I will observe that I shall avail myself of the 
stump pretty generally for the expression of my 
views between this and the presidential election. | 
| 





I now move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. Letcner having | 
taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. 


lon the State of the Union had had the Union | 


Mr. LUMPKIN spoke of the Black Republican || 


party as being organized on sectional principles, 
and said its success would be the commencement 
of a revolution, for that party would conduct the 
Government in accordance with the views of the 


triumphant majority, and no southern man could | 


accept office under it. He charged that the poli- 
ticians of that party intended to bring about a dis- 
ruption of the Union, and said to the rabid spirit 
of anti-slavery might be attributed the existing 
evils. 


made speeches on the slavery question 
Mr. VALK addressed the committee u 
eral politics, the presidential election, and the po- 
sition and oot pew of the American party. 
Mr. PELTON made a speech in favor of the 
refunding of duties on as destroyed while in 
their ori 


ported. 


Mr. PETTIT argued that, in establishing ter- 


ritorial governments, Congress had he: pth & 
up to the poner of the Nebraska bill, estab- 
lished conditions and obligations, preventing 


every struggle of passion and interest in their | 
settlement, and especially on the subject of | 


slavery; that the principle began under the Con- 
federation, and had been maintained since, in 
all instances, and by every department of the 


Government, under the Constitution—that the || W 
|) sions. 


Missouri compromise was such a ew 


having for its object not more the establishment | 


of the public peace then, than of the peaceful 
settlement of that part of Louisiana acquired 
from France, north of 36° 30’, when it | 

come to be occupied; that the Nebraska bill was 
the first infraction of that practice, but less excus- 
able, because, in repealing that compromise, it 
destroyed not merel 


should | 


Messrs. WADE and LETCHER severally | 


Mh, gen- 


ginal and unbroken packages as im- |! wr. . ; 
| of citizens of lowa, praying for the establish- 





pledged faith of the States that promised perma- | 


nence to it, and gave it character and respect as 


& measure of peace; and that to restore it, would || 


end all present angry passions, and bring back 


venerally under consideration, and particularly 
the Navy appropriation bill, and had come to no 


| resolution thereon. 


And then, on motion of Mr. Haven, (at a 
quarter after ten o’clock, p. m.,) the House ad- 
journed until Monday, at eleven o’clock,a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, -Jugust 4, 1856. 


Prayer by the Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. STUART presented a petition of citizens 
of Kalamazoo, Michigan, praying for the admis- 
sion of Kansas into the Union as a State with the 
Topeka constitution; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. ; 

Mr. BROWN presented the memorial of the 


| Young Men’s Christian Association in the city 


| referred to the Committee on the 


of Washington, praying that a chaplain may be 
appointed for the jail in that city; which was 
District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. WELLER presented a petition of citizens 
of Marion county, California, praying for the 


| to Aves or Bird Island, in the Caribbean Sea. 





| establishment of a mail route from Petaluma to 


'garet McClure, wic 
| lutionary soldier, praying to be allowed a pension; 


| 


i} 
if 


1 
' 


|| Tomales, in that State; which was referred to the 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented five petitions 


ment of a mail route from Dyersville to Decorah, 


| in that State, and a petition of citizens of Taylor 


county, lowa, praying for the establishment of a 
mail route from Philo to Bedford, in lowa; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 
Mr. lVERSON way the petition of Mar- 


ow of John McClure, a revo- 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 


Mr. FITZPATRICK presented a petition of 


| the printers of the Senate and House of Repre- 
| sentatives during the last and present Congress, 


praying for the payment of certain moneys equi- 
tably due to them for public printing, and withheld 


|| from them by the accounting officers; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Printing. 
a law, but the agreed and || 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 


| James Taylor, heir of James Bigbey, and that he have leave 


confidence, peace, and happiness. He contended | 


to withdraw his petition and papers. 


Ordered That the petition and papers of Ephraim ¥ 
be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and that the i 
referred to the Committee on Claims. ey be 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com. 


|| merce, to whom was referred the bill (S. No 
| 424) for continuing the improvement of the ho. 

_bor of Providence, Rhode Island, reporte 
without amendment. 


har- 


d it 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the mem, 
rial of Charles A. Kinkead, submitted a re 


\- 


port, 


accompanied by a bill (S. No. 425) for the reliop 


of Livingston, Kinkead & Co.; which was reaq 


| and passed to a second reading. , 


BIRD ISLAND. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso. 
lution; which was considered by unanimous coy- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re. 
quested, if in his opinion compatible with the public inter. 
est to communicate to the Senate the correspondence of 
the Department, touching the claim of Philo 8, Shelton, 


TREASON IN KANSAS. 
Mr. WILSON submitted the following resoly. 


| tion, and asked for its immediate consideration: 


Resolved, That the Cemmittee on the Judiciary be jn. 
structed to report forthwith a resolution authorizing the 


| President of the United States to direct the district atroryey 


of the Territory of Kansas to enter a nolle prosequi on each 
of the indictments against Charles Robinson, G. \W, 


Siti 
tuith, 


| G. Jenkins, John Brown, Jr., H. H. Williams, G. Brown, 
| and G. W. Deitzler, for treason against the United States, 
Haven reported that the Committee of the Whole || 


Mr. BROWN objected to the consideration of 
the resolution, and it lies over under the rule, 


CONQUEST OF CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. I submit 


| the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to furnish this body with copies of the dispatches 
from Commodore Stockton in 1846, forwarded by Mr, 

, Christopher Carson, giving an account of his operations in 
California. . 

Also, if in the possession of the Government, any dis- 
patches or history from Messrs. W. B. Ide, Jolin Grigsby, 
and Samuel Nash, relative to the declaration of independ- 

; ence, and the hoisting of the bear flag in California, pre 
viously to the arrival of Commodore Sloat on that station, 


I move that the resolution be printed; and I 


| shall be very much obliged to the Senate if they 
will to-morrow give me an opportunity of making 


, Some remarks on the subject embraced in the res- 
olution. 


The resolution was ordered to be printed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Barcray, their Clerk, announced the 
| passage of the following Senate bills: 


An act for the relief of Joseph Hill; 

An act for the relief of Richard Albritton; 

An act for the relief of Randall D. Livingston; 

An act for the relief of Cephise Piseros, widow 
of Louis Labranche, of the parish of St. Charles, 

| and State of Louisiana; 

An act to confirm a Wandestrand in his 
title to certain lands; an ; 

An act for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Patapsco river, and to render the port of 
Baltimore accessible to the war vessels of the 
United States. 


REFERENCE OF HOUSE BILLS. 


The message also announced that they had 

assed the following House bills and joint reso- 

ution; which were read twice by their utles, and 
referred as indicated below: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Mrs. Magdalena Broutin, widow 

of De la Rondes—to the Committee on Private 

Land Claims. 

| A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 

| resentatives of Ignacio Delino—to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. ; 

A bill to confirm the title of Ruhama Whitaker 
and Rebecca Whitaker to certain lands in the 
State of Louisiana—to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 


resentatives of Bernard Hemkin—to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 


| 
| A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
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rest ‘ 
Private Land Claims. 


approved 7th of January, 1853, entitled **An act 


ytatives of Lewis Reggio—to the Committee | 


't without amendment, and submitted a report; 


i} which was ordered to be printed. 
“4 bill to extend the rights granted by the act | 


‘horizing certain soldiers of the late war with 


Great Britain to surrender the bounty lands 
drawn by them, and to locate others in liew thereof 
—_to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to confirm to certain persons therein 


named their titles to certain lots in Prairie du | 
Chien, Wisconsin—to the Committee on Private | 


Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Talbot C. Dousman—to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. __ 

A bill for the relief of Napoleon B. Gill, of 


Perry county, Missouri, and for other purposes | 


—to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin La Fonte, Wil- 
liam Altenburg, and others—to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Bridget Maher—to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, 


A joint resolution to pay the pension due Pa- | 


melia Slavin, late the wife of John Blue, deceased, 
to her administrator—to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

The message also announced a bill making ap- 
propriations tor fortifications and other works of 
defense, and for repairs of barracks and quarters 
for the year ending June 30, 1857; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


IMPROVEMENTS ON THE LAKES. 


On motion of Mr. PUGH, the Senate pro- | 


ceeded to the consideration of the following reso- 


jution, submitted by him on the 24th July: 


. aie | 
Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 


Seuate whether any general survey or other examination 
has ever been made of the shores and islands of Lakes Su 

rior, Michigan, Huron, St. Clair, Erie, Ontario, and 
Champlain, with a view to the loeation and erection of 
ligit-houses, buoys, harbors of refuge, or other improve- 
ments for the protection of vessels eugaged in the naviga- 
tun of those waters, and, if so, to communicate the results 
of such survey or other examination. 

rhat the President be requested to communicate, also, 
whatever information can be derived from any of the De- 
partments in reference to the followmg points: 

]. The number and general description of the vessels en- 
gaged in the navigation of each lake; the number of pas 


sengers and value of the property so transported, year by | 


year, tor the last eleven years; and the amount of duties 
paid ateach port during the same period, or which would 
have been payable but for the provisions of the late treaty 


of reciprocity with the British Ainerican possessions. 

2. The number and location of the light-houses, buoys, 
harbors, and other improvements, established by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, and the amount expended 


for cach improvement (with the particular charges of ex- | 


penditure) during the last eleven years. 

Phat the President be requested to inform the Senate, 
also, what additional improvements (whether light-houses, 
buoys, harbors of refuge, or of any other description) are 
necessary, in his opinion, to protect the navigation of the 
lakes above-inentioned ; at what places they ought to be 
erected; and, as far as possible, what should be the partic- 
ular description and expense of each improvement. 

And also whether, in case the authorities or citizens of 
any locality, upon either of the said lakes, should under- 


take, or have undertaken, the erection of a harbor forcom- | 


mercial purposes, what proportion of the whole expense 


the Government of the United States ought to pay, in his | 
opinion, tor the establishment and maintenance of such } 


harbor as a harbor of refuge and likewise by reason of 
tie protection thereby afforded to the vessels and property 


of the Government, or with a view to the increase of the | 


public revenue. 
And also whether it is practicable, and, in his opinion, 


expedient, to reserve, annually, a proportion of the duties | 


levied. or chargeable, at each port of collection upon the 
said lakes, the same to be expended by the Government, or 
by the local authorities, for the protection and improvement 
of commerce at each of such ports; and, if so, what pro- 
portion of duties ought to be reserved. 

_ Mr. PUGH. My only purpose is to derive 
information by which we can legislate under- 
standingly upon the subject which has been so 
much debated here of late. I hope, therefore, 
there will be no objection to the adoption of the 
resolution. 


Mr. BIGLER. Does the Senator expect to 


get that information for the use of Congress at || 


the prrnest session ? 
Mr. PUGH. No, sir; [ presume it will not be 
here before the beginning of the next session; 
but still I deem it important. 
The resolution was adopted. 


THOMAS CROWN. 
Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 


laims, to whom was referred a bill communi- 
cated to the Senate by 


28th of July, for the relief of Thomas Crown, 


Mr. BRODHEAD. The Senate last year 
passed a bill allowing this claimant $6,000, and 
the court have allowed him half that sum. The 
opinion of the court ‘was unanimous, and the 
opinion of the Committee on Claims is also unan- 
imous in favor of it. I ask that the bill may be 
put on its passage at the present time. 

By unanimous consent the bill was read twice, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to Thomas Crown $3,500 in full for 
the sum to which he is entitled, under a contract 
made by him on the 16th of March, 1826, for the 
delivery of bricks to be used for the fortifications 
in Oak Island, Cape Fear river, North Carolina. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


RICHARD W. THOMPSON. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [ask to have taken up the 
bill (S. No. 146) which was left as the unfinished 
business of the morning hour some days since, 
providing for the compensation of the agents for 
paying pensions. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move to take up the case 
left as the unfinished business of Friday evening, 
which is the report from the Committee on In- 


|| dian Affairs in relation to the claim of Richard | 


W. Thompson. 

Mr. ‘TRUMBULL. I hope not. The bill 
to provide for paying pension agents was consid- 
ered in the morning hour a few days since, and 
postponed, with the understanding that it was to 
come upthe nextday. On the nextday the Senate 
thought proper to go into executive session in the 
morning hour, and there was no opportunity to 
get itup. I hope the Senator from Indiana will 
allow that bill to be disposed of now. 

Mr. BRIGHT. That will necessarily lead 
to a very extended debate. The report to which 


| | refer is the unfinished business of Friday, and it 


is expected, I believe, to dispose of it during the 
morning hour. I think wecan do so. 
Senator will not press his bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose the bill to which 
I refer has precedence. It is very certain that 
the matter which was up on Friday is one about 
which there is considerable feeling, and it cannot 
be disposed of very soon. 

Mr. BRIGHT. There will be a proposition 
not to debate the subject at all. I think it prob- 
able we may dispose of it without debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wetter 
in the chair.) The report to which the Senator 


I trust the 


| from Indiana alludes has precedence, being the 


unfinished business at the last adjournment of 
the Senate. The bill to which the Senator from 
Illinois refers has been up and postponed. The 
question is on proceeding to the consideration 


| of the report of the Committee on Indian Affairs 
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Mr. BIGGS, I have not made up my mind 
as to one point, to which I wish to call the atten 
tion of the Senator from Mississippi. [tis stated 
by one of the Senators that there was a law pro 
hibiting any contract between individuals and the 
Indians. It is denied on one side. I should like 
to see the law which it is said was prior to the 
execution of this contract between Thompson 
and the Indians. 

Mr. BROWN. My understanding is, though 
I have not the authorities with me, that there 
was an act of Congress passe d, amounting to 
something lke what the Senater says; but it 
was passed subsequent to entering into this con- 
tract. The contract in this case was made in the 
Indian Office, in the presence of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, received his sanction, and, ac- 
cording to the report of the Commissioner, re- 
ceived the sancuon of the Interior Department, 
not as now organized, but as it was then. If 
there had been any law prohibiting such contracts 
at that time, as a matter of course that could 
not have occurred. 

| suppose, Mr. President, that we shall hardly 
have the assentof the Senators on the other side 
to stop the discussion at this point. If they say 
so, however, | desire to know it before I open 
the discussion, or say anything which by possi- 
bility shall provoke remark on the other side; 
for | am really desirous of disposing of the ques- 
tion as soon as possible—more 80 than to discuss 
it. If 1 receive no answer, | shall assume that 
we are to have no further discussion. 

Mr. PUGH. As far as | am concerned, I cer- 
tainly wish to be heard in opposition to this 
claim, especially in opposition to the statement 
last made by the Senator from Mississippi, that 
this contract was ever made in the Indian Office, 
or even approved or recognized in any shape or 
form. 

Mr. BROWN. If the Senator contradicts that 
in the outset, it shall be the first point which | 
will settle. 

Mr. PUGH. I admit that the general power 
of attorney was acknowledged in the presence of 
the acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs; but that 


| there was any stipulation for compensation ever 
| made in his presence, or with his consent, | am 


bound to deny. 

Mr. BROWN, Mr. President, my friend from 
Ohio is a lawyer. If he receives my power of 
attorney to execute legal business for me, does it 
not follow, as a matter of course, that he is to be 


paid for his services? I hold in my hand the 


| power of attorney. It empowers Mr. Thompson, 


| stitute and appoint 


as an attorney, to transact the business of these 
Indians, speaking of him as an attorney: 

** Now, therefore, we, the undersigned, chiefs, head men, 
and warriors of said tribe, constituting « deputation from 
said tribe, now in the city of Washington, do hereby con 
Richard W. Thompson our true and 


| lawful attorney, and the true and lawtul attorney of said 


onthe claimof Richard W.Thompson aguinst the |! 


Menomonee Indians. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending 


motion is to recommit the report with the instruc- 


| tions moved by the Senator from Arkansas, | Mr. 


the Court of Claims, the | 


it 
} 


| SEBASTIAN. | 





Mr. BROWN. Mr. President 
Mr. TOOMBS. Allow me to move an amend- 
ment at the end of the report, in order that the 


‘| question may be settled by a vote of the Senate. 


It meets the concurrence of a majority of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and it is: 


Resolved, That the Senate agree to the above report, and 
that the said Richard W. Thompson is, in the opimon of 
the Senate, entitled to he paid the sum appropriated in the 


| twenty-seventh section of the civil and diplomatic appro- 


priation act, approved March 3, 1855. 

That brings the question directly before the 
Senate. 

Mr. BROWN. When the Senate adjourned on 


| Friday evening, I was in the act of delivering my 
| views on the subject. 


I have no disposition to 
trespass on the time of the Senate. I believe 
almost every Senator, perhaps cvery one, has 


If, therefore, it be the sense of the Senate to take 
the vote without further discussion, | am willing 
to agree to that course. If other Senators do not 
feel disposed to debate the question further, I do 
not; but, if the discussion is to go on, I desire to 


with the opinion of the court in the case, reported |! be heard. 


| made up his mind as to how he is going to vote, | 


tribe, to act for and in the name of said tribe, in the proso- 
cution of said claim for additional compensation against the 


United States.” 

Is it to be presumed ¢hat counsel thus empow- 
ered to act as attorney in the prosecution of a 
large claim against the Government, was going to 
do it for nothing? It 


attorney; but the paper from which I have read, 
was done in the Indian Office on the 9th of Sep- 
tember, 1450, and is attested by A. 8. Loughry, 
acting Commissioner, and signed in his official 
capacity as such, ‘Then here is a second power 
of attorney more numerously signed to the same 


| effect, after the delegation had gone home. 


The next point inthe caseis inthe matter of 


compensation. Now, I desire to show to my 


friend from Ohio how it was managed. I read 
from an ‘‘agreement between Menomonee In- 


dians and Richard W. 'Thompson:”’ 


“And whereas, the said power of attorney has been fully 
made known and explained to us, and has this day been 
ratified and confirmed by us, now, therefore, we, the under 
signed ciuefs, head men, and warriors of the said Menomo 
nge nation, in common council assembled, at Lake Powaw 
hay-kon-nay,in said nation, do hereby, for ourselves and 
our said nation, agree and covenant with our said utorney, 
Richard W. Thompson, that he shall have and receive as 
compensation for the services he bas rendered and shalt 


| hereafter render our said nation in the prosecution of said 


| by virtue thereof, but with the 


claim, thirty three and one third per cent., or one third part 
of whatsoever sum may be allowed us by the United States 
express understanding that 


if nothing is allowed our nation on said claim, our vaid 


attorney shall receive no compensalion whatever from our, 


said nation.” 


is true that the amount of 
compensation is not stipulated in the power of 


j 
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And we, the chiefs, head men, and warriors aforesaid, 
with the full and free consent of our nation, do hereby au 
hor and request our great father, the President of the 

ted States, to cause to be vaid to our said attorney, 
ud W. Thompson, the aforesaid thirty-three and one 
yer ceut., or one third partof whatever additional sum 

be allowed our said nation over and above the sum 
vided for by the treaty of 1848, and that he cause the 
ue to be paid him at the Treasury of the United States, 
city of Washington, and out of the first money appro- 

ited by virtue of any arrangement that may be made for 
pavment of our said claim. And we dohereby, for our 
and our said nation, authorize and empower our 

yto execute the necessary receipt upon the 


said money to him ; and we do hereby ratify and 
’ 


ittorn 
iol 


firm the same. 


owes 


Chis paper is dated: * Donein common council 

the Menomonee nation, on the 15th day of 
lebruary, 1851, and at Lake Powaw-hay-kon- 
nay, in said nation, in the State of Wisconsin.”’ 

[ suppose, therefore, there can be no doubt of 
the employment. Now, I state, on my veracity, 
wiiat the documents show, without detaining the 
Senate to prove it by reading them, that when 
‘Thompson was called on to fix a compensation 
he declined, and told the Indians to go home, and 


settle that in their own council. 


‘That is proven, 
not by the statement of Thompson, but by thi 
statement of disinterested | They did in 
council agree to fix his compensation at thirty- 
three and one third per ce nt., and executed this 
second power of attorne y in the nation when 
‘Thompson was not present, but in the presence 
ot witne 


irlies, 


names are here signed to tt. 

Mr. President, my friend from Indiana surzests 
to me that the discussion of this subject but delays 
time. Iam not desirous at all of being heard, 
and [ therefore yi ld the floor. I may be com- 
p Ihe . on account of the position that vent men 
take in the debati , lo resume it, b it] hope not. 


1 
s8eCS WHOS 


i hope we shallcontine the discussion to the points 


involved in the controversy, if the discussion must 
go on, and get a voteas | 

Mr. PUGH. I desire to speak on this question, 
but I did not expect that it would come up to-day, 


Soon as possibl . 


and am not prepared to proceed, as Lhave not my 
copy of the documents here. Unless 

Senator wishes to be heard, Lask that the matter 
lie over until to-morrow. 


some other 


Mr. BROWN. [hope it will not be postponed; | 


I trust it will be settled at once. 
Mr. BRIGHT. 

for two years. 
Mr. PUGH. 


come up here to-day. 


he question has been here 


I did not expe ct the question to 
It being heard on private 
bill day I supposed itwould come on next Mriday. 
l move that it be postpone d until to-morrow. 

Mr. BROWN. I beg to remind Senators that 
it did net come up aS a private claim, but it came 
up ona motion, and was left as the unfinished 
business of Friday last. 

Mr. PUGH. lt came up on the suggestion 
that it was a private claim, and germane to that 
day's business. 

The motion to postpone was not agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President, I wish to call 
the attention of the Senate, before the question is 
acted upon, to the opinion expressed by the Sen- 
tor from Georgia the othee day. ] inquired, when 
this question was first called up, for a statement 
of the grounds for concurring in the report of the 
committee, and what was the opinion of the com- 
mittee on the question as it stood. The answer 
of the Senator from Georgia representing that 
committee was given. I want to call the attention 
of the Senate to it. It is: 

** Mr. Prarr. Allow me to ask the Senator from Georgia 


what will be the effect of discharging the committee? Will 


it not be that we shall pay $50,000 to the applicant ? 

“Mr. Toomes. The effect will be to enforce the exist- 
ing law. [do not know what the exact amount of the 
claim is; but the question referred to the committee was 
whether any further legislation was necessary in regard to 
it?) A law was passed on the subject last year. On our 
examination, we deemed no further legislation necessary. 
If the Senate concur with the committee, the existing law, 
which Was passed at the last session, will stand without 
further action of the two Houses of Congress. That is all. 

“Mr. Hewrer. FT would ask whether,in regard to that 
law, some such point as this was not raised: That the law 
as it Was passed was different from the Jaw as printed and 
published, in consequence of soine mistake in the enrolling 
of the bill? z 

“Mr. Toomps. That question did not arise in the set- 
tlement of the case. The law was treated by the Presi- 
dent andthe Department as though there was no omission. 
There was a clause omitted in the enrollment, but it was 
treated as though it were there. 

“Mr. Howrer. I think the subject had better lie over 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


and it is important to the parties that it should be settled. | 
The Senator bas had ample time to examine it, if he had 
given his attention to it, for the report was made nearly a 
fortnight agzo—certainly ten days ago. 

“Mr. Weiter. It was laid over, [ believe, at my re- 
quest, two weeksago. Ihave looked into the matter, and 
have become satisfied that there ought to be no objection to 
discharging the committee, and leaving the legi 
stand precisely where it was. 
eftiect of discharging the committee. 

“Mr. Toomes. Thatis precisely the effect. 

‘Mr. Srvart. I wish Senators to understand this ques- 
tion. It is 
The Senate last year adopted an amendment by which they 
authorized about forty-two thousand doliars, if Ll recoliect 
aright, to be paid to Mr. Thompson for certain services 
rendered to the Menomonee Indians. That amendment 
was sent to the House, and they attached to it an amend- 
ment substantially declaring, ‘on condition that the Meno- 
monee Indians themselves, at a council, sill agree that 
this money be paid.’ These amendments were made toa 
general appropriation bill. A committee of conference was 
appouted, and the committee agreed to the amendment 
of the House to the Senate amendment. When the bill 
was enrolled and p inted, the Hlouse condition Was not 
found in it, and is not in the printed law. 

‘Mr. Toomres. That is so. 

“Mr. Sruartr. The 
the opinion of the Attorney General, I believe, decided 
that the law should be considered as if the House condition 
was in it, being satisfied that it was left out by a mere 
ssion. The subject was submitted to the Menomonee 
Indians, and they rejected the claim. I have not had an 
opportunity to look into the report I do not know that it 
is printed; Tdo not Know what it is. 

* Mr. Wetter. Itis simply to discharge the committee. 

‘Mr. Sruarr. Buti wish to understand its effect. If 
the eiiect will be to leave the law as it stands upon the 
statute-book, and pay the $42.000, although the Indians have 
unanimously rejected it, | should be inclined to think that 
it would be very improper to discharge the committee. The 

tion of the executive department m administering this 
law has been to treat it as if the bill were correetly printed 
as it actually passed Congress. If the effect of discharging 
this committee will be to compel the Government to pay the 
money, notwithstanding the opinion of Congress as ex- 
pressed, and the opinion of the Indians ts against it, I think 
the committee should not be discharged. The Senator 
from Georgia can of course say What he understands to be 
the eflect of it. 

**Mr. Toombs. ‘The statements of the Senator from 
Michigan are accurate, except the last, which is a very 
important point. There lies the conflict. Itis alleged on 
the part of the claimant, (and this is the controversy betore 
the President.) thatthe Indians have assented to the claim, 
and that the dissent subsequently procured by the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs was improper. The effect of 
the discharge will be to leave the matter exactly where it 
was, for the President and the head of the Department to 
Whether this assent Was given, Or Was the inten- 
lon of the parties, according to the admission on all sides. 

‘Mr. Stuarr. Howdo the Senator and the committee 
understand it to leave the law?) Will it be construed as it 

printed, or as it passed 

* Mr. Toomns. The Government and the party agree 
that the consent of the Indians was required in order to 

un the money. That consent has been the point of 
dispute. The committee propose to leave it where it be- 
longs—with the President in the execution of the law. 
‘The amendment ailuded to is considered as part of the law, 
for both sides have agreed to treat it as if it were there.’ 


Gererniine 


There is the report of the committee as made 
by the honorable Senator from Georgia. He 
communicated that report to the Senate, and yet 
here comes in this morning a proposition for the 
Senate.to resolve that this money shall be paid, 

Now, sir, I confess it has been a little difficult 
for me to understand what was the opinion of 
the committee, | have inquired three or four times 
about it; and after the severe commentary which 
the Senator from Georgiaadministered to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce the other day, 1 supposed 
the committees which he represented would make 
everything so plain in their reports that there 
would be no difficulty in understanding them. 
Here, as I have just read to the Senate, the organ 
of the committee stated that the effect of the ac- 
tion of that committee, if adopted by the Senate, 
would be to leave the law as agreed upon by the 
executive department and the claimant, to treat 
the case as if the amendment of the House was 


a part of the law, and to simply leave it an open | 


question whether the Indians had consented, ac- 
cording to the terms of the law, or not. Now 
we have a proposition from the same committee 
this morning, that the Senate shall resolve that 
the claimant is entitled to the money, taking the 
question out of the hands of the executive de- 
partment, Where the committee reported, in the 
first place, through the Senator from Georgia, 
that it belonged, taking charge of it by the Sen- 
ate of the United States, and the Senate, as one 
branch of the law-making power, resolving what 
the construction of alawis. ‘To my mind that 
is a most remarkable proceeding. 


lation to | 
That [ understand to be the | 


a case with the facts of which I am familiar. | 


President, however. after taking | 


__ August 4, 
this law with an amendment attached to it reoy;. 
ing the assent of the Indians? Thar my 
answered in the affirmative, for the proof 
clusive that the two Houses of Congress 
aSS it. ; 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the Senator will ajjo, 
I will answer him. They did so, and ty. 
of the Indians is here present, in the mos 
qualified form. 

Mr. STUART. Ishall answer that. 
to state this case as it seems to me to stand 
the report. I ask, did Congress pass the |yy 
with the proviso attached to it? So far as ; 
two Houses are concerned, the answer igs eonely. 
sive on all hands,—they did. Is that proviso , 
part of the law as itis printed? The answer jx 
equally conclusive, and agreed to by all, tha: 
not. Do the Committee on Indian Affairs 
that that law is to be construed as if the pro. 
were init? The answer of that committee is, 
they do not. Then, sir, it follows conclusiy 
that legislation is necessary. If the Indian « 
mittee of the Senate this day be right in sa 


did 


y 


that the law is to be construed as it is oy ; 
statute-book, and not as Congress passed it, 
becomes Congress to place its action where j: 

it at the last session, and legislation Is necess 

to place upon the statute-book the proviso + 
was put there by both Houses of Congres 

the last session. 

I do not know how this is to be answered. 
do not know how the Committee on Ind 
Affairs propose to answerit. As | unde: 
the Senator from Georgia at first, as 1 hay 
his statement from the paper as it is repo 
the action of the committee was entirely « 
sistent, because he stated that his committe: 
garded the law as if the proviso were in it; t/ 
the President had so regarded it; that the el; 
ant had so regarded it; and it left simply ty 
question of fact open, whether the assent was or 
was notgiven, and that that was a question pro; 
erly belonging to the executive departm nt—t 
the President. That was the opinion of | 
Committee on Indian Affairs then, and that w 
consistent with their report that no legisla! 
was necessary; but, if | understand the opn 
of the committee now, asexpressed on this ame: 
ment, it is utterly inconsistent. It now propos 
to declare that no further legislation is necessary, 
and that the money shall be paid. 

These things are not explained to my mini, 
and I confess they are notexplainable atall. Now, 
by what authority does the Senate of the Uni 
States undertake to determine what shall be d 
under a law of Congress? Does the Coustitu 
confer upon the Senate the power to execu 
laws, or does it in terms place that power in the 
hands of the President?) By what authority docs 
the Senate undertake to resolve what is the duty 
of the executive department? Can the Senate p 
the money? The payment of the money in | 
execution of the law isa duty, I say, devolved by 
the Constitution on the executive department, 
and it devolves on that department tosay whether, 
as the law stands, the payment can fairly be made. 
This is a question of fact to be determined by that 
department. With what propriety is the Senate 
now going to interpose by adopting this amend- 
ment, and determine when the money shal! be 
paid? I confess that it astonishes me. It is in- 
comprehensible. It seems to me to be not only 
not justified by the facts in this case, but to bea 
most flagrant violation of the Constitution of te 
United States. Why, sir, suppose that the House 
of Represeptatives of the United States should 
resolve that the President, under a law of Cot 
gress, should pay money: we should svon Go 
away with the necessity ofa President. 

I have no desire to consume the time of te 
Senate, but I object to this matter being pus! d 
up at every vacant moment, and to our being 
told, by inference—I confess notin language—" 
it is all fixed so that the Senate can vote it, anil 
we are very much in the way in not permitting \' 
to be voted. Sir, I desire the subject to be under 
stood; and, more than that, if any action of te 
Senate, or any action of Congress, is goig ' 
result in the payment of this money without (\ 
consent of the Indians, let us pay where we have 
aright to pay—out of the moneys of the United 


ae : Mr. President, it seems to me that a single | States. Do not let us assume to take the money 

unti! tt can be examined. i}. : = : : : : . : ; 
“Mr. Toomas. { hope not. {t was called up and iaid || inquiry, fairly instituted and fairly answered, || of the Indians without their consent, to py 

over at the instance of one or two Senators two weeks ago, |) determines this question. Did Congress pass |, it over to any claimant. If the Senate to-day 1s 
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tenosed (and I say with the utmost respect, Ido 
- t stand here to dispute the will and wish of a 
aan ity of this body, nor to complain, nor mur- 

ibout it,) to pay this money without the 
-eent of the Indians, pay it out of the Treasury 


diction of the opinion of the execurive depart- 
- ta which, under the law, we intrusted this 
\ ° . 

estion, that the consent has been given. The 


isury Department of the United States have 
‘mined that the consent was not given, and 


nt. ‘There is where under the law has been 
» payment. There is where we placed it 


request of the claimant himse¥. He ob- 


‘ed to the Interior Department, and the inter- | 
tion of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; | 


i Congress, in my judgment—it is only my 
‘nion—made a wide step in behalf of this party 
n they took the treating of the Indian affairs 


of the country away from the Interior Department | 


where it properly belonged, and, to gratify this 
imant, put it into the hands of the Secretary 
‘ the Treasury. That was a wide stride 
vor of obliging him. 


y 


Having done that, and 


the Treasury Department having treated it as the || 
law directed, having submitted the question to the | 
Indians, the Indians, as the agent agreed upon | 


bv the Government and claimant reported, unan- 
imously rejected it. The Department have refused 
to make the payment upon that eround. For 
what reason are we now called upon to resolve 
that this money shall be paid by a mere 
m—not by a joint resolution, not by a 
in requiring the action of the House of Repre- 
resentatives and the President, but a mere reso- 
n of the Senate overriding and overruling the 


resolu- 


President and the Secretary of the Treasury in | 
ir action on this case, and resolving here that | 


ey are all wrong, and that this money shall be 

ud f 

' What sort of respect do you think they will 
y to your resolution supposing you should 

pass it? Suppose the Senate of the United States 
uld resolve that the President shall pay the 

y. lunderstand our power to make these 

resolves to be limited to our own contingentfund. 


We may pay appropriately out of our own con- | 
sent fund by our own resolution; but if the | 


ey is to be taken from the Treasury, the 
Consutution says it shall only be done by appro- 


itions made by law; and who is to determine | 


ether the laws require an appropriation or 
not? That same sacred instrument devolves that 
duty on the President of the United States. Here 

stand on this 4th day of August, 1856, about 
) resolve for the President what his duty is! I 
think we ought to pause before we do that. I 
think itis beyond our power; and I must say that, 
in my humble judgment, the facts in the case do 
not warrant the resolution. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, I have one 
word of reply to the gentleman’s strictures on 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. That com- 
mittee took up this question carefully, considered 

elaborately, heard arguments, and resolved 

it no further legislation was necessary in this 
ise. Instating the case to the Senate, we said, as 
egentleman has read, and as I reiterate to-day, 
the amendment was treated as in the law. It 

ver was a part of the law; it never was a law, 
ess a law can be passed (as the Senator seems 

to intimate) by the two branches of Congress, 
not signed by the President; but by the consent 
i the parties, very appropriately, as it seemed 
to have been the intention of Congress, it was 
ated as there. We said the adoption of the 
report would leave the law just exactly where it 
was before, to be executed by the ofiicers. In 
my judgment, then, and now, a mandamus would 
have lain. In my judgment, then, the President 
was willing to pay it. I corrected that misap- 
prehension the other day at his instance, and 
suid he had expressed no opinion whatever on 


the claim. I supposed he had and would pay the | 


money after the matter (which had been brought 


elore the Senate irregularly by the Indian De- | 
partment, and referred to the committee) was dis- || 


missed. It did not come up in any shape of legis- 
“lon; it was brought here on a report by Mr. 


Pea called out by the Senator from Wis- | 


\)asin, and referred to the committee. We had 
Mr, Thompson’s answer, and we put the whole 
of that side-quarrel before the Senate, with the 


* she United States, and do not assume, In con- | 


» have refused to pay the money on that ac- | 


in | 


resolu- | 


| report. We did amply the whole of our duty, 
|} and put the Senate in possession of every fact 
|; on both sides, in . 
dred pages, that has 
is the difficulty about it? W 
wanting? The committee were of the opinion 
that the money ought to be paid, and that it 
would be paid by that resolution. It was the 
opinion of all of us that it ought to be paid, and 
that no legisiation was necessary to have it paid. 

We believed that, with the proviso being con- 
sidered in the law, he alr ady had the Indians’ 
assent; or, if he had it not, it was because the In- 
dian Department had improperly defeated him 
by taking an advantage through theiragent. We 
know something of the Indians, and every grown 
man does. Of course, when the agent of the In- 
dian Department was there making a speech 
against aclaim, they would not agree to pay it, 
and there would be no fair decision. Y 
fit to sit in this Senate who does 
is time we were done with this humbuggery about 
the Indians’ consent. Tl Government makes 
just such contracts with them as it pleases; and 
how does this case stand? No man denies that 
the contract was a fair one; that it was made by 
the assent of the Indian Department; that the con- 
tract was a reasonable one; that the services were 
actually performed, and were beneficial to the 
Indians; and that the compensation is reasonable, 
}and ought to be paid. The Senator from Michi- 
| gan himself, in two speeches, has not assailed 

that position; nobody has assailed it. 
When the Senate voted that $40,000 of the 
| $240,000 belonged to Mr. Thompson, it was a 
trust fund; and Congress has no right to put it 
to the debtor, whether he will pay it or not. ‘This 
money ought to be psid instantly—not only the 
$40,000, but $80,000; and the opposition has, in 
my judgment, grown out of personal animosities. 
It is Mr. Thompson’s money by legitimate con- 
tract. Itis true, he agreed that the ameunt should 
be detérmined by the Indian Committee and the 
Senate; and they said, ** We will give you half; 
$80,000 is too large, and we will give you half.” 
Not that there was any fraud, not that it was not 
fair, not that it was not approved by the Depart- 
ment, not that the services were not rendered; all 
this was admitted; but they go to the Indians, 
and the agent makes a speech, and tells them not 
| to pay one cent. They had his services for five 
or six years. They made the contract by the 
approval of their guardians. Valuable services 
were performed. Still, we put it to the Indians, 
and, under the control exercised over them, it is 
said they decided not to pay a dollar. The Sen- 
ator says, why not pay it out of our mone y? It 
is Mr. Thompson’s money, of which he is de- 
feated by the Government agents. 

It is true the expression of the Senate’s opinion 

does not change the construction of the law; but 
it may aid the Department. I differ with the 
gentleman. [ say we have a right to determine 
whether the President construes a law right, and 
we can call him to account. Itis the business 
and the right of the Senate, where laws have not 
been executed as in our judgment they ought to 
be, to pass our opinion. Though black lines may 
be drawn around our act, I say it is our consti- 
tutional duty; and I have no hesitation at all in 
expressing my opinion that the executive depart- 
ment ought to execute the laws as we under- 
stand them. If they understand them differently, 
there is a tribunal to decide—they can go to the 
courts. In my judgment, as the law stands, this 
money ought peremptorily to be paid. With the 
yroviso in it, he had the assent, or if not he has 
oe defeated of it by the agents of this Govern- 
ment. The money Sate originally Mr. Thomp- 
son’s, he can follow the trust fund in the hands 
of the Government and reach it. On every view 
of the case, therefore, I will vote him the money 
|| in any shape the question comes up. 

Mr. STUART and Mr. PUGH addressed the 
Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
hour has expired. 

Mr.SEWARD. If we can have a vote on this 
question, I shall be willing to yield the special 
order for a few minutes, 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 hope the Senate will let us 
vote on this question before we goon with other 
|| business. 
4 orders. 


a book of more than one hun- 
ited. Now, where 


here have they been 


l 
peen I i 


No manis 
not knowit. It 


The morning 


I make the motion to postpone prior | 


AL GLOBE. 


} Whi 


| the 


| Thaye r. $2,500, on De ct mibe r ll, 1853. The | 
provides: 


| chusetts, is $13,000. 


| for continuing the repairs of the breakwater { 


| on an estimate of $70,300 for completing the work 


; ment. 


| ment, but of Colonel Thayer. 
as I learned from the War Department, : 


5 
1903 | 
: — a : 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope not. | agreed to yield 
the Army appropriation bill for to-day, in ogder 
to diepose of the special order, the river and bar- 
bor bills; and if we go on with this question, we 
shall not dispose of that, and to-morrow there 
will be a contest between the two. l cannot post 
one my efforts to get up the Army appropriauon 
er beyond to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from Indiana, 
that the Senate proceed with the consideration of 
this question. 

‘The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD, 

PUBLIC WORKS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first bill 
in order is the bill (S. No. 66) .ur continuing cer- 
tain public works in the State of Massachusetts. 

Mr. YULEE. There was a sp 
pointed for to-day, at one o'clock. 

Mr.SEWARD. This is unfinished business, 
and takes precedence of any special until 
it is disposed of, vecial order 

ll be in time. 

Mr. YULEE. 
the Chair? 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. A motion was 
made by the Senator from Michigan to reconsider 
vot by which the bill allud: d to by the Sen- 
ator from Florida was made the special order for 
to-day. 

Mr. YULEEF. But it has not been reconsid- 
ered, and therefore the order stands. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir; 
there is a bill pendine before the Senate. 

Mr. YULEE. 


course I have 


I call for the special order. 


tial order ap- 
I 


order 
The gentleman’s s; 


Is that the understanding of 


but 


If there is a bill pending, of 
nothing to say. 

The Senate procee ded as in Committ e of the 
W hole to consider the bill for continuing certain 
public works in the State of Massachusetts. 

Mr. SEWARD. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to move an amendment—to 
strike out the words, ** For a resurvey of the har- 
bors at Marbk head, Nantucket, s id Sandy Bay, 
in the State of Massachusetts, $15,000.’ , 

The amendment was a 

Mr. SEWARD. The appropriation for con- 
tinuing the sea-walls on Deer and Lovell’s Islands, 
in the harbor of Boston, provided in the bill, is 
$2,500. ‘his is the estimate made by the War 
Department, and the sum named by Colonel 

] 


rreed to. 


‘For continuing the sea-wall for the protection of Great 
Brewster’s Island, in the harbor of Boston, $30,000,” 

That is in pursuance of a recommendation and 
estimate made by Colonel Thayer on the 2d of 


December, 1852. The committee have reported 
#30 000 instead of $32,700—the amount of his 
estimate, The appropriation propose d for repairs 


to the Government works at Plymouth, Massa- 
That is in pursua ce ol an 
by Lieutenant Blunt, September 
The bill also contains an appropriation 


estimate made 
30, 1854. 
Hyannis harbor, Massachusetts, $15,000, which 
is based on a recommendation made by Lieutenant 
Blunt, September 30, 1854. ‘There is an appro- 
yriation of $2,000 for Great Wood’s Hole har 
or, in pursuance of an estimate of Lieutenant 
Blunt, of September 30, 1854. The bill 
priates ** for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor at New Bedford, $12,000,’’ which is based 


anpro- 


made by Captain Dutton, November 1, 1853 
Elis estimate for continuing the work is $12,000; 
the sum which the committee have adopted. 
These are the grounds on which the bill stands. 
Mr. CLAY. I unde rstood the Senator from 
New York to say that these appropriations were 
based on estimates recommended by the Depart- 
lam informed they were made by Colo 
Thayer, perhaps, but they have not been 
vised by the board of topographical « ngineers, 
hence it is not a recommendation of the D 


That is t! 


last adjournment of the Senate. There has be 

no recommendation of the corps of topographical 
engineers for these works. They have not even 
revised the estimates. They come 
ommendations of Colonel Thayer. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I think we should at least 


here as rec 
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have the approval of the Department. It seemed 
that was the principle which the committee pro- 
fessed to act upon when they started out, that 
the engineer department had approved the esti- 
mates on which they based the appropriations. 
jf i correctly understand a member of the com- 
mittee now, that 18 not true as to this appropria- 
tion, but they have never been reviewed or revised 
by the Department, and therefore they do not 


come under the principle of the committee, unless | 


hey take the estimate of anybody out of doors 

on any survey that may be made. 

Mr. SEWARD. The committee, in the absence 
of the Senator from Massachusetts, called on the 
topographical bureau for the purpose of getting 
the reports and estimates, and the topographical 
bureau furnished these as the estimates made by 
the engineer in their employ. 
brings this case within the principle on which all 
the cases have been decided—those that have 
heretofore passed, and those which are to come, 
though the bureau may have revised some, and 
not others. : 

Mr. CLAY. They furnish them as the esti- 
mates of Colonel Thayer, but not the estimates 
of the board of topographical engineers; for, In- 
dee d, they did not revise the m. They do not 
indorse his estimates, nor approve them, nor 
recommend them. We must take them, if atall, 
on the recommendation of Colonel Thayer, and 
not the board of engineers. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Are they recommended by 
the Secretary of War? 

Mr. SEWARD. They are contained in the 
reports of the Secretary of War, of the dates 
which | have named. 

Mr. CASS. How do theestimates come here— 
through whom? 

Mr. SEWARD. On the application of the 
committee to the topographical bureau. 

Mr. CASS. Were the estimates made by Col- 
one] Thayer? 

Mr. SEWARD. A portion by Colonel Thay- 
er, and others by Lieutenant Blunt. 

Mr. CASS. Those made by Colonel Thayer 
relate to military defense ? : 

Mr. SEWARD. The construction of these 
works. 

Mr. CASS. Some are with a view to prevent 
the destruction of works. He is the head of the 
engineer corps proper, 

Mr. SEWARD. The appropriation at Ply- 
mouth Beach is for continuing repairs which the 
wall has suffered. The appropriation for con- 
tinuing the sea-wall for the protection of Great 
Brewster’s Island is a work of military defense. 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of 
New Bedford is a commercial work, though as 
everybody knows it is a very important harbor 
for defense. 

Mr. TOOMBS. We seemto be entirely with- 
out information. A number of years ago, | know 
this same case of Great Brewster’s Island came up 
in the House of Representatives. [t was certainly 
stated, and I believe shown, that this very work 
was for nothing in the world but to protect ri- 
vate property at Great Brewster’s Island. We 
get nothing from the committee now; but I recol- 

ect that the work at the island was said to be 
intended to protect private property which was 
washing away. I recollect that that argument 
was held on this same case in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. CASS. Was not the wall deemed essen- 
tial to the preservation of the harbor? 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS, I have no doubt they put up 
some pretense of that kind. Whenit first came 
up it was pretended to be necessary for some 
military works; but the opinion was that it was 
more necessary to protect private property at that 
island. The allegation, [ admit, was that it was 
necessary to protect public works. 

_Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the preserva- 
tion of these islands in the harbor of Boston is of 
vital importance to thatharbor. These estimates 
which have been read by the Senator from New 
York, were obtained by me at the proper Depart- 
ment. They are inthe handwriting of the proper 
otlicer. The proposed works at Plymouth are to 
remedy damages done there a few years ago by a 
storm, and it is of great importance to preserve that 
harbor. For the harbor at New Bedford, the esti- 
mates are $70,000, and the bill proposes to appro- 
priate $12,000 to commence i 


That, I suppose, | 


| eral Government and a State. 


ne work. Every- | 


body knows, who knows anything about the ‘| to the United States of not only the jurisd 


matter, that the harbor of New Bedford is one of 
the most important in our section of the country. 
I hope these appropriations which have been pro- 
posed in this bill, will be sustained by the Senate. | 
Ihese appropriations are absolutely necessary to 


preserve the harbors on the coast of Massachu- || 


setts from the wasting effects of the storms that 
sweep our shores, or to complete works essential 
to the preservation and safety of harbors import- 
ant to the shipping and commercial interests. of 
the State and country. 
Senate longer. 
Mr. SEWARD. T desire to state that on 


reau to the Secretary of War, contained in the 
report of the Secretary of War for 1854 and 
1855, I find: 

‘* Protection of the Great Brewster Island, in the harbor 
of Boston, Massachusetts. —This section of the sea-wall 


| for the protection of this island, put up this year, is three |} 


hundred and eighty-six feet in length; the total length con 
structed up to this time is one thousand three hundred and | 
fifty three feet; there are yet required to be added to the | 


wall eight hundred and ninety-seven feet. The work has || 


now reached to within one hundred and fifty feet of the 
most salient point of the northeast head of the island. The 
head, rising seventy to eighty feet above low water, is rapid- 
ly wasting away. Until it shall be reached and protected, 
the unfinished work will be of little service, and is even 
exposed to be swept away. 
Balance in Treasury, Ist October, 1855........... . $6,100 
Probable amount to be expended by 30th June, | 

ON is conuaeecnene. * . . $6,100" 

** The protection of Lovell’s Island, and sea-wall in Deer | 
Tsland, Boston herbor, Massachusetts.—-The injury to these | 
works is increasing from delay. The engineer in charge | 
estimates that it will now require $1,000 more for their re- 
pair than would have sufficed last year.”’ 

** Repairing the injuries done to the Government works on | 
Plymouth beach, in the great storm of 1851.—The closing of 


year. The works, where not repaired last year, are ina 
state needing attention; but further means are necessary, 
and for repair of injuries arising from the ordinary action 


of the elements, aud the lapse of time.’’ 


“ Preservation of Great Woods Hole harbor, Massachu- 
setts.—Nothing has since been done.” 

* Repairing the breakwater at Hyannis harhor, Massachu- 
selts.—The appropriation was exhausted soon after last 
year’s report; since which nothing more has been done. | 
Seven hundred and fifty feet of the breakwater still remain 
uncapped, and consequently in an exposed condition.”? 


The appropriations contained in this bill are for | 


public works, the character of which was already 


established before I had anything to do with the || 


business of Congress. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 


Whole was concurred in. 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and was read | 
the third time. 
Mr. HUNTER. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 
taken, resulted—yeas 26, nays 12; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of Ten- | 
nessee, Benjamin, Bright, Cass, Clayton, Collamer, Crit- | 


son, and Wright—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Biggs, Brown, Butler, Clay, Douglas, | 
Fitzpatrick, Huater, Lverson, Mallory, Reid, Toombs, and | 
Yulee—12. 


So the bill was passed. 
HARBOR OF NEW CASTLE. 


The Senate next proceeded, as in Committee 
of the Whole, to consider the bill (S. No. 96) for 
continuing the improvement of the harbor of 
New Castle. It appropriates $15,000 for continu- | 
ing the repairs of the piers and the enlargement 
of the harbor of New Castle, Delaware. 

Mr. CLAYTON. This bill was introduced 


early in the session by my honorable colleague, | 


| who is now absent, I have addressed the De- | 


ment of War on the subject of the estimates. | 
have them here, and any Senator can have them | 


read if he desires it. But I rose for the purpose | 


| of showing that this stands on different grounds 


from any other of the improvement bills now on | 


; the files of the Senate. 


This is the case of a contract between the Gen- 
There is no ques- 
tion of the constitutionalty of internal improve- 
ments arising on the passage of this bill. 

On the 6th of April, in the year 1802, not long 


‘after Mr. Jefferson came into the administration | 
_of the Government, Congress passed an act 


inviting the State of Delaware to make a cession | 


But I will not detain the || 

State to make a cession of it to the United Stata 
| The State had previously constructed a num) 
turning to the report of the topographical bu- |! 
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| of her territory to the United Siates. 


| the State, having title over the whole rive 
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leti n 
over the harbor of New Castle, but also of the - 
of the harbor, and to relinquish, in fact 


Sit 
; this bart 
) The Cr . 
ernment wished to make some valuable improve. 
ments in the river there for the commerce of y._ 
nation, and especially for that of Philadelphia. 


then the first commercial city in the Union: 4, 

san 

: 7 Within 
the twelve miles wide, to the water mark on «| 

~ - . ° 1e 

Jersey shore, the Government, in order to olytai, 


a complete title to the whole harbor, pressed the 


of valuable piers and wharves for her own eo. 


| merce,and forthe commerce of the Delaware river 
| When thus solicited by the Government, she , eded 
| all her own piers an 
|| site of the harbor, and the concurrent jurisdiectioy 


improvements, and all thy 


over the river, to the Government, on the ex presg 
condition specified in the act of Congress of |go 


| that the Government of the United States shou 


— to improve and keep up the harbor, | 
vold in my hand the act, in the third volume of 


| the Laws of Delaware, page 261, being an act by 


which the State ceded the whole harbor to th 
Government of the United States; and I will ask 


| that part of it may be read. 


It was read, as follows: 


An Act ceding to the United States of America the sites 
of piers, and piers, in the river Delaware, off the towy of 
New Castle, and jurisdiction in, and over the same, 
Whereas, by an actof the Congress of the United states 

of America, passed the 6th day of April, in the year of oy 


i| Lord 1802, entitled “An act authorizing the erection of 


certain light-houses, and for other purposes,” it was, among 
other things, enacted, that it should be lawful for the see. 


|| retary of the ‘Treasury, under the direction of the President 
operations, the means being exhausted, was reported last || 


of the United States, to cause to be expended, in repairing 
and erecting public piers in the river Delaware, a sum yo 


;} exceeding $30,000, and that the same be paid out of any 


moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated : Pro. 
vided, That the jurisdiction of the site where any such piers 
may be erected shall be first ceded to the United States, 
according to the conditions in such case by law provided; 


| and whereas, it is proposed that part of the said sum of 
| money shall be expended and laid out, pursuant to the said 


recited provision, in the erection of certain piers in the river 
Delaware, at the port of New Castle, provided that the Le 
gislature of the State of Delaware shall by law cede to tle 
United States the sites where any such piers may by 


: As d || erected, according to the conditions in such case by law 
the purpose of maintaining and saving these || 


provided. 

Sec. 1. Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the State of Delaware in General 4 
sembly met, That the sites of all piers that may hereafter be 
erected under the hereinbefore recited provision of the actof 


|| Congress aforesaid, off the town of New Castle, in the nver 


and the amendment made as in Committee of the || 


1" . || belonging, together with the jurisdiction of, in, and over 
The bill was ordered || = - J 


Delaware aforesaid, and the lands and tenements therewto 


the same; and the said piers when erected are declared 0 
be, and are hereby, ceded to, and vested in, the United 


|| States of America, fully and absolutely. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the public piers 


|| heretofore erected off the said town in the river Delaware 
| aforesaid, and the sites thereot, and of whatsoever additions 
that may be made thereto, and the lands and tenements 
thereunto belonging, together with the jurisdiction of, in, and 


over the same, are ‘declared to be, and are hereby, ceded, 
and vested in, the United States aforesaid, fully and abs- 


. . . q ely. 
tenden, Dodge, Durkee, Fessenden, Fish, Foster, Geyer, || lutely 


Harlan, Houston, James, Jones of Lowa, Pugh, Seward, | 
| Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Trumbull, Wade, Wil- 


Mr. CLAYTON. This act was passed on tle 
11th of January, 1803. 

The act, after ceding the jurisdiction and the silt 
of the harbor, and the piers, and all the property 
of the State, then directs that, according to the 


| act of Congress, the two Senators in Congress 
| from the State of Delaware should sign the deed 


| for the harbor and wharves, piers, and other 





|| Se of the State, and deliver it to the proper 


epartment here. The deed was executed by the 


| Senators from Delaware accordingly; and the 


United States now own the property absolutely 
under an express contract to we it. 
This contract to improve the harbor has been 


| very badly executed by the Government; in tru! 


I must say, that by the mismanagement of some 
engineers in former days, a part of the harbor hs 
been much injured. Every man who has been * 
New Castle—and I suppose every Senator has ae 
there—has observed the unfinished pier near \’ 


| railroad depot, a huge pile of stone standing In the 


way ofany steamboat seeking to lay herself alons- 
side of the steamboat and railroad wharf. The! 


‘| was put there by the Government for an a. 


ment, and two ships have already been badly 1 
jured by running on this pier in the night. That, 


| as it now stands, is a nuisance; and as the Grover! 


| 
| 


| ment placed it there, I suppose no one will c 


yn- 
tend that it has no power to take it away, or co! 


vert it to some useful purpose. This small sul 
of $15,000 will take away what is useless, 8? 





